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Dear Colleagues,

Effective implementation of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement, achievement of the 

Eastern Partnership’s key deliverables and, in this connection, carrying out of the reforms 

facilitating European integration of Ukraine require active and systemic engagement of civil 

society. To this end, there are two institutionally defined mechanisms of public participation: 

the Ukrainian National Platform of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (EaP CSF 

UNP), established in 2011, and the Ukrainian Side of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform (UA 

CSP), formed in April 2015 in pursuance of Article 469 of the Agreement. The two Platforms 

are similar in aiming at success of Ukraine’s European integration but differ in their essential 

accents put on either the Eastern Partnership or the Association Agreement, respectively, and 

in having different international institutional partners.

The International Renaissance Foundation (IRF) was the only donor in Ukraine that, within 

the framework of its European Program Initiative, from the very beginning supported the 

establishment of both Platforms and their main statutory activities, including international 

ones. Since the second half of 2016, the IRF, with financial support of the EU, has been 

implementing the Project “Civic Synergy: strengthening participation in European integration 

reforms through EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform and Ukrainian National Platform of the 

EaP Civil Society Forum.” This three-year Project is expected to enhance the capacity of 

the Platforms to carry out, in an active, purposeful and effective manner, their analytical, 

informational and educational activities to bring about a real impact.

The two Platforms approached the beginning of the Project having different experiences: 

the UNP had been already existing for five years, whereas the UA CSP had been officially 

functioning for less than a year. However, both Platforms faced a lot of similar challenges. 

The Platforms’ internal organization of operation and external communication were clearly 

unsatisfactory. Many of the Platforms’ members hardly knew each other, since working 

groups’ sessions and other internal meetings of members were held sporadically. The 

Platforms did not have their own “products,” and the Ukrainian authorities and EU institutions 

knew little about Platforms’ activities. This fact was inter alia highlighted in the Report on the 

Independent External Evaluation of Organizational Capacity and the Needs Analysis of the 

Pro-European Civil Society Platforms, prepared during the kick-off period of the Civic Synergy 

Project in 2016. This document identified the Platforms’ main weaknesses, elimination of 

which has become the focus of the Project.

One year and a half later, we see largely a different picture. The operation of the Platforms’ 

Secretariats has been streamlined, and now they organize the working processes and ensure 

regular internal and external communication of the Platforms. Their statutory activities are 

carried out fully and at a proper level – meetings of their governing bodies and working 

groups, UA CSP assemblies, EaP CSF UNP annual conferences and bilateral CSP meetings are 

held regularly. Training and educational events are organized for members of the Platforms 

to raise their awareness of European integration issues and improve their skills. The Project 

ensures the functioning of the Platforms’ websites and regular posting on the Platforms’ 

and the Project’s Facebook pages, as well as the production of monthly newsletters of the 

Platforms and bi-monthly news digests on European integration, the EU and the Eastern 

Partnership. Collaboration with the media was established:  the latter now regularly publish 
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materials with references to the Project and the Platforms. Regular meetings and a dialogue 

of the Platforms with European integration policy-makers in the executive and legislative 

branches have become a practice. The international activities of the Platforms are not limited 

to only what is prescribed by their Statutes but also include holding such international events 

as the Association Exchange Forum, which gathers civil society experts and public officials 

from Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova and the EU to discuss common challenges and share good 

practices in the implementation of their EU Association Agreements.

The grant support of projects, which allows the Platforms’ member organizations to carry on 

a variety of different-format activities aimed at implementing the Association Agreement and 

Eastern Partnership priorities, is an important component of Civic Synergy (and the biggest 

one from the point of view of the financial resources spent). A total of 27 such projects have 

been supported so far. Most of them are implemented under the aegis of both Platforms, and 

often under the aegis of several thematic working groups. Every successful project adds to 

the joint “brand awareness” of both Platforms.

Of course, the Project is quite far from achieving its goal at the present time. Both Platforms 

still have a long way of growth to go. In 2017, the UNP developed a strategic vision of 

its activities, which to a significant extent orients to the Eastern Partnership’s «20 Key 

Deliverables for 2020.» An expert report prepared by the UNP analyzing these officially 

recognized EaP priorities became the most comprehensive feedback provided by civil society 

of any of the partner countries on the eve of the EaP Summit held in November 2017. Using 

this analysis as a benchmark, the UNP has plenty of space for further work and a dialogue 

with the Ukrainian government and EU institutions. The UA CSP produced quite a number 

of analytical documents in 2017, studying challenges and suggesting solutions for the 

Association Agreement implementation in different areas. So far, the UA CSP does not have 

its own strategic document but has come close to understanding its mission of balancing 

interests of different groups and sectors of civil society. Consequently, the main upcoming 

challenges include looking for efficient constructive mechanisms of internal work, consensus 

building despite diverse interests and result-oriented work, which would meet quality 

standards of the Platforms’ own “products.”

The perception and authority of the Platforms as not only institutions formally established 

within the EU-Ukraine relations framework but also as real and capable actors in the European 

integration reforms process will be the main indicator of the Platforms’ success. It is important 

to develop confidence in the Platforms, also by meeting the demands and expectations 

of their official partners within the Ukrainian authorities and EU institutions. For this, the 

Platforms have all prerequisites created by the Civic Synergy Project. So let us work together 

to achieve our common goal.

Yours faithfully,

Dmytro Shulga 

Civic Synergy Project Director 

IRF European Program Initiative Director

Zoriana Mishchuk 

Civic Synergy Project  

Team Leader & Key Expert
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The Civic Synergy Project aims at strengthening public participation in the implementation 

of European integration (EI) reforms in Ukraine through institutional capacity building and 

boosting of activities of the Ukrainian Side of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform (UA 

CSP) and the Ukrainian National Platform of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum 

(EaP CSF UNP).

The Project provides the Platforms with organizational, financial, communication, 

methodological and other support for their advocacy, informational and educational 

activities aimed at fostering the effective implementation of the EU-Ukraine Association 

Agreement (AA) and the EaP.

The Project is funded by the European Union and the International Renaissance 

Foundation (IRF) and is implemented by the IRF European Program Initiative. The Project 

implementation period is 2016-2019.

2 ABOUT PROJECT  
 AND PLATFORMS

Project Components

PLATFORMS CAPACITY BUILDING
Ensure that the Platforms carry out their 

statutory activities, while working in a more 

systemic and concerted manner, and develop 

knowledge and skills of their members for 

efficient performance of their tasks.

EU AND EAP NETWORKING AND OUTREACH
Enhance interaction among Ukrainian, EU 

and the EaP region civil society through 

effective exchange of information and 

facilitation of collaboration. Make the 

Platforms’ position and products known 

to important target audiences beyond 

Ukraine.POLICY ANALYSIS,  
ADVOCACY AND DIALOGUE
Support analytical and advocacy efforts of the 

Platforms: monitoring and assessment of the 

AA implementation and achievement of EaP 

deliverables; production of analytical papers on 

various aspects of EI reforms; organization of 

discussion events and dialogues with stakeholders; 

and conduct of advocacy campaigns.

AWARENESS-RAISING,   
COMMUNICATION AND VISIBILITY
Improve information supply on the Platform’s 

activities through development of their 

communication strategies, active collaboration with 

the media and maintaining  of the websites and 

social media. Support awareness-raising campaigns 

on the AA tasks and opportunities, EaP policies, etc.

PLATFORMS’ ACTIVITIES GRANT SUPPORT
Provide, on a competitive basis, financial 

support to the Platforms’ member 

organizations to support their active and 

coordinated actions in the implementation 

of the AA, realization of EaP priorities and 

development of the Platforms’ potential.

2.1. About the  
Civic Synergy Project

General indicators of Project achievements:

 z Key stakeholders see the Platforms as important and authoritative participants in the EI reforms process;

 z Improved quality and quantity of the Platforms’ analytical and informational products;

 z Number of successful examples of the Platforms’ advocacy actions in the EI reforms process;

 z Number of projects successfully implemented under the aegis of the Platforms. 
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2.2. About Platforms

The Ukrainian National Platform of the Eastern Partnership Civil 

Society Forum (UNP) is a network of over 200 Ukrainian civil 

society organizations (CSOs) that aims at advocating Ukrainian 

interests within the framework of the Eastern Partnership 

initiative. The Platform, established in 2011, is a part of the Eastern 

Partnership Civil Society Forum, an association of representatives 

of Ukrainian, Armenian, Azerbaijani, Belarusian, Georgian, 

Moldovan and EU CSOs. The goal of the EaP CSF is to enhance 

the potential of civil society in the region, foster cooperation and 

exchange of experience between it and EU institutions and civil 

society, as well as ensure public oversight of efforts made to 

attain EaP objectives.

The Ukrainian National Platform represents interests of Ukrainian 

civil society within the CSF framework, brings to the knowledge 

of authorities of Ukraine and institutions of the EU and its 

Member States its position, produces analytical papers, organizes 

discussion events and informs the public about the EaP potential 

and challenges.

The UNP’s CSOs work within five working groups and 18 subgroups 

formed according to EaP areas and priorities. The general 

management of the UNP is exercised by its Steering Committee 

(a National Coordinator plus coordinators of the working groups). 

Once a year, a UNP Conference is held. During this event the 

Steering Committee for the next year is elected, strategic 

documents are approved, reports are heardand plans of activities 

discussed.

6 
Steering 

Committee meetings 

10 working  

 group meetings

17 meetings 

with stakeholders 

3 national-

level statements 

and appeals 

adopted

An 

in-depth 

analytical report 

produced on how 

Ukraine implements 

Eastern Partnership’s 

20 deliverables for 

2020

Over 

200 
member organizations  

(about 85 
applied for joining 

the UNP  
in 2017)

4 
statements initiated, 

approved  

at the EaP  

CSF level

3 
strategic  
sessions

The  
UNP 2017  

Annual  
Conference united 

about

 140 
participants
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The Ukrainian Side of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform (UA 

CSP), which consists of 15 members representing civil society 

organizations, trade unions and employers’ organizations, is a 

part of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform (CSP) established 

in pursuance of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement (Articles 

469-470). Its task is to ensure public participation in and public 

oversight of the AA implementation process. The CSP is one of 

four core elements of the Association Agreement’s institutional 

framework besides the Association Council, the Association 

Committee and the Parliamentary Association Committee. The 

CSP may make recommendations to the Association Council, 

whereas the Association Committee and Parliamentary Association 

Committee must organize regular contacts with representatives 

of the CSP in order to obtain their views on how to attain the AA 

objectives.

The CSP operates mainly in the form of meetings, held twice a year, 

which are preceded by the drafting and discussion of thematic 

reports on AA implementation priorities as well as the drafting of 

a summing-up Joint Declaration containing assessments of AA 

implementation status and recommendations on priority tasks for 

speeding up EI reforms.

The UA CSP has a wider scope. Based on activities of the six 

thematic groups uniting about 250 organizations, the UA CSP 

monitors the AA implementation, produces analytical papers, 

conducts multi-stakeholder discussions related to priority issues of 

EI reforms and gives relevant recommendations to Ukrainian and 

European authorities as well as other stakeholders. Once in every 

15 months, the UA CSP convenes its Assembly (a meeting of UA 

CSP members and its working groups), and once in every 2.5 years, 

it holds election of its members.

4 

thematic 

reports drafted 

and approved for two 

CSP meetings: on environmental 

protection, media freedom, science 

& technologies and internally 

displaced persons

About 
250

organizations within 
the UA CSP system (in 

2017, the number of 
organizations grew by

36%)

5 UA CSP 

meetings

3 strategic 

planning sessions

13  working 

group meetings

 

Ukraine’s 
first analytical 

report assessing 
AA implementation 

progress in eight 
areas based on 

a poll of various 
stakeholders

12 
meetings with 

stakeholders in 2017 
(including four joint 
meetings with the 

UNP)

2 statements 

of the UA CSP

 
The 

UA CSP 
Assembly 

(March 2017) united 
over  

170 
participants
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3  COMPONENT  
 “PLATFORMS CAPACITY-BUILDING”

The statutory activities (meaning organizational and communication work as well as 

mandatory events prescribed by their Statutes) are the foundation of the Platforms’ 

functioning, on which they build the rest of their work. Setting up the smooth functioning 

of their Secretariats, providing opportunities for regular meetings of the governing bodies 

and working groups as well as annual meetings of the Platforms widely attended by their 

members, establishing permanent internal communication and introducing strategic 

planning and oversight of the plans implementation – these are the tasks of the Civic 

Synergy Project in this sphere.

Done by the Project 
to support  

the Platforms’  
statutory activities 

in 2017:

 9Permanent and 

systemic operation of 

the Secretariats, which 

organize the work 

of the Platforms and 

ensure internal and 

external communication, 

established

 9Large-scale statutory 

events organized at a high 

quality level: the UNP Annual 

Conference, the UA CSP 

Assembly, the CSP meeting 

in Kyiv and participation of 

Ukrainian Side members 

in the CSP meeting in 

Brussels

 9 Strategic 

planning of the 

Platforms’ activities 

and the development of 

documents regulating certain 

aspects of how the UNP and 

the UA CSP organize their 

activities ensured

 9 A possibility for 

meetings of the  

Platforms’ governing 

bodies, as well as for 

working groups meetings, in 

which all interested members 

might take part, ensured

3.1. Support  
of the Platforms’  

statutory activities

 9 The Platforms 

headquarters – Project/

Secretariats office – 

operationalized to enable 

meetings of the Platforms’ 

governing bodies and working 

groups
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In fact, most of the time after its establishment, the UNP functioned in a virtual format 

based on volunteering, since it lacked funds for regular meetings and Secretariat-

supported systemic day-to-day work. As the Project began with its opportunities, UNP 

activities became much more vibrant. In 2017, the Steering Committee and working 

groups held regular meetings, and the UNP produced analytical papers, exchanged its 

views on the reform progress with relevant top officials, drafted joint statements and 

advocated proposals at the Ukrainian and European levels. However, a prerequisite for 

the above was to put the Platform operation in order. The approval of a Strategic Plan for 

2017-2010 can be considered a key statutory achievement of the UNP in 2017. Developed 

for the first time in the Platform’s existence in the course of 10 strategic sessions (most 

of them were held in 2016), the plan defines the purpose and values of the Platform as 

well as its mission, strategic vision, principles of cooperation with stakeholders, goals 

and objectives. The document has a link to operational planning and allows the Platform 

to track progress in the implementation of strategic tasks using a system of performance 

indicators that was developed.

In 2017, the UNP also developed and approved other important instruments guiding 

its activities: Membership Policy and Organization & Communication Principles. 

The Membership Policy defines an admission procedure, members’ rights and duties 

as well as grounds and a procedure for expulsion from the Platform. The new rules 

are intended to attract specialized organizations able to enhance the expertise and 

advocacy potential of the Platform. It is also expected that the Membership Policy 

will encourage the existing members to treat their rights and duties within the UNP 

framework more responsibly. The Organization & Communication Principles define 

internal communication rules within the Platform as well as procedures for external 

communication and decision-making on the UNP’s position papers. The new rules have 

allowed participants to receive more information that they are really interested in and 

arrange communication with colleagues around priorities of their working groups.

Members of the Steering Committee primarily worked on the drafting of the 

abovementioned documents. However, other UNP members were also able to join this 

work: one of the 2016 Annual Conference’s sessions was dedicated to strategic planning, 

and the drafts of the Membership Policy and the Organization & Communication Principles 

were discussed during the Annual Conference in 2017.

Thanks to the Civic Synergy Project, the 

Platform has got a chance to develop 

institutionally: hold regular meetings 

of its working groups and Steering 

Committee, organize meetings with 

new member organizations, develop 

strategic documents and enhance its 

expertise in areas related specifically to 

the Eastern Partnership. It was not like 

that before. We have also established 

contacts with authorities in Ukraine, 

Brussels and EU countries. It is a great 

advantage because now we are able to 

inform them, communicate our analytical 

papers and conduct client-oriented 

expert studies at their request.

Hennadiy Maksak 
UNP National Coordinator (2017-2018),  
Chairman of the Foreign Policy Council  

"Ukrainian Prism"
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The UNP Annual Conference, held on Oct. 3-4, 2017 in Kyiv, united the biggest number 

of participants ever gathered by the Platform for such events (about 140). Besides the 

Platform’s members, the conference was attended by representatives of state authorities, 

EU and EaP technical assistance projects in Ukraine and diplomatic missions of EU 

countries. The event featured the presentation of the study “Ukraine in the Coordinates of 

the Eastern Partnership 2017-2020” – an assessment of the Joint Staff Working Document 

“Eastern Partnership — 20 Deliverables for 2020: Focusing on Key Priorities and Tangible 

Results.” The study had been done by UNP experts with support of the Civic Synergy 

Project. According to government officials, the study is an important guide for the EI 

reforms implementation in Ukraine and cooperation development in the EaP region 
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The UNP Steering Committee holds its meetings regularly. In 2017, it met six times. 

During these meetings, the Platform’s leadership not only considered internal 

organizational issues but also discussed ideas and defined specific steps to develop 

a dialogue with authorities and other stakeholders and enhance the Platform’s impact 

on EaP CSF activities.

A new Steering Committee was also 

elected during the conference, and the 

working groups’ participants identified 

priority topics and joint work plans for late 

2017 and early 2018.
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The working groups (WGs) were able to vitalize their work through regular meetings, 

during which they discussed and agreed upon plans of joint analytical and advocacy 

activities. The WG participants also discussed relevant issues of EI reforms pertinent to 

their topical areas and shared experience and information on projects they implemented. 

A total of 10 WG meetings were held in 2017, not counting WG sessions during the UNP 

Annual Conference. 
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The UA CSP’s “length of service” is much shorter than that of the UNP. However, without 

resource support, it faced challenges similar to those described above. Among other 

things, it had difficulties with carrying out its statutory activities: holding meetings of 

the UA CSP and its working groups, organizing Assemblies, coordinating activities and 

ensuring proper external and internal communication.

Now, the Platform has its standing Secretariat, which ensures coordination and 

exchange of information among 15 members of the UA CSP and its working groups and 

communicates with the EU Side (the European Economic and Social Committee) as well 

as the Government of Ukraine, the Ukrainian Parliament and other stakeholders. It has 

become possible to hold regular meetings at all levels of the Platform’s operation, produce 

high-quality analytical papers and carry out advocacy and awareness-raising activities.

The UA CSP members have become gathering more often. In 2017, there were five 

UA CSP meetings, which addressed planning of the Platform’s activities, monitoring of the 

AA implementation, work on analytical papers, identification of priorities in the dialogue 

with the government and other issues. The preparatory work for meetings has improved; in 

particular, there is oversight of decisions execution.
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The Civic Synergy Project supported 

three strategic planning sessions to 

formulate a vision, a mission and values 

of the UA CSP and identify the Platform’s 

target audiences and priority areas for 

2018-2022. Work on its Strategic Plan 

is still underway, since the strategic 

sessions showed certain disagreement 

in how representatives of different 

sectors saw the Platform’s tasks. 

Apparently, more time is required for the 

UA CSP members to come to consensus 

on how to turn the UA CSP into an 

effective body for public oversight over 

the AA implementation. Nevertheless, 

the draft Strategic Plan developed as 

a result of the sessions is a good basis 

for further search of common vision, 

identif ication of ambitious but realistic 

tasks for the Platform to carry out its 

mission and eventually more eff icient 

planning and implementation of its 

ongoing activities.

The Project supported three 
strategic planning sessions of 

the UA CSP
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One of the strategic sessions took place in conjunction with the 

UNP Steering Committee and allowed the leaders of both Platforms 

to compare the specifics of their activities, including those at the 

international level, and discuss areas in which initiatives of the 

Platforms can be complementary and enhance each other.

In March 2017, the Project ensured organization of an event that 

is important for the UA CSP operation — the UA CSP Assembly, 

which gathered about 170 participants, including representatives 

of civil society organizations from various regions of Ukraine and 

guests representing Ukrainian authorities as well as EU institutions 

and projects in Ukraine. Ukraine’s Vice Prime Minister for European 

and Euro-Atlantic Integration Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze and EU 

Ambassador to Ukraine Hugues Mingarelli attended the Assembly. 

They voiced their opinions of AA implementation progress and 

reported on what they thought to be the key challenges and 

priorities for EI supporters. Assembly speakers discussed the 

expectations of the stakeholders (Ukrainian Government and EU 

institutions) regarding the contribution of the UA CSP and civil 

society as a whole to the AA implementation process and possible 

ways to increase the effectiveness of the dialogue on EI reforms 

between the Government and civil society. The Assembly also 

included sectoral discussions, during which group members with 

the invited guests from the Government, EU Delegation and EU 

technical assistance projects discussed the situation in individual 

areas of the AA implementation, inter alia based on draft analytical 

papers written by the UA CSP.

The Ukrainian Side of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform is 

an institution mirroring interests of the public and an important 

tool for society to impact governmental decision-making. It 

is to ensure the inclusion of civil society in the oversight of 

the implementation of the Association Agreement. Thanks 

to the interaction with the European Economic and Social 

Committee through the Platform, we make our vision, opinions 

and suggestions known to both the Ukrainian government and 

relevant EU bodies. This work relies on the Civic Synergy Project, 

which provides proper facilities and financial support for the 

Platform’s activities.

Hryhoriy Osovyy 
Chairman of the Trade Unions Federation of Ukraine,  

Member of the UA CSP Coordination Council
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Owing to the Civic Synergy Project, working groups have become more active: in 

2017, the project organizationally ensured 15 meetings thereof. Participants in the 

meetings set priorities and planned activities of the groups as well as discussed 

AA implementation progress in their thematic areas and preparation of reports and 

recommendations for the CSP.

To make UA CSP activities more orderly, primarily those of the working groups, Rules 

of Procedure of UA CSP Working Group were developed and approved. The document 

defines basic tasks of the working groups, rights and duties of their coordinators 

and member organizations, admission/expulsion and decision-making procedures, a 

procedure for organization and holding of meetings and other aspects of the UA CSP 

activities at this level.

A steady increase in the number of organizations that apply for joining the working 

groups demonstrates a grown interest in work of the UA CSP. Whereas the UA CSP 

system comprised 179 organizations in early 2017, as many as 244 entities had the 

status of a working group member as of the year-end. That means that the total number 

of members in the system has increased by 36%.

With support provided by the Civic 

Synergy Project, the Working Group 

“Science and technologies, information 

society, education, training and 

youth, culture and sports” of the 

Platform’s Ukrainian Side holds regular 

meetings, which help our experts reach 

understanding and develop cooperation 

and team work of the group as a whole. 

We received expert support from the 

Project’s team when we were drafting 

analytical papers, especially in the 

discussion of recommendations for 

Ukrainian authorities. The Project also 

helped us establish a contact with 

central executive agencies and assisted 

in holding meetings with the Ministry of 

Education & Science.

Ivan Kulchytskyy 
President of the Agency of European Innovations, 
Coordinator of UA CSP Working Group 6 “Science 
and technologies, information society, education, 

training and youth, culture and sports”
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The Platforms have a diverse composition of participants. Some of them are seasoned 

CSOs, which for many years have been conducting analytical and advocacy activities 

and implementing grant projects. They have experienced staff with expertise in the 

thematic priorities of the organizations and European integration as a whole, as well 

as analytical, communication and other skills. However, an overwhelming majority of 

the member organizations are less experienced in such activities. Therefore, to be 

an active Platform player and take full advantage of the opportunities provided by 

the Project, they need to enhance the knowledge and skills of their staff. Thus, this 

subcomponent is important for achieving the Project’s objectives in general.

An assessment of the Platforms’ capacity building priorities was a part of the external 

evaluation of the Platforms’ activities carried out in August - September 2016. The 

Platforms’ leadership and activists as well as working group members were interviewed 

and filled-in a questionnaire. The evaluation findings related to capacity building were 

taken into account later, when Project was planning its activities.

Since policy analysis and advocacy are the Platforms’ basic activities, these topics were 

selected as the main directions of knowledge and skills development at the first stage. 

How to write a high-quality policy analysis paper? Who are the main stakeholders in the 

domain of European integration and how to collaborate with them? How to develop a 

successful advocacy campaign? Platform members were looking for answers to these 

and related questions during the training events organized by the Project. Fifty-three 

Platform activists attended these events (some of them took part in several events). 

The trainings were practice-oriented and closely integrated with the rest of activities 

to make sure that the knowledge and skills acquired during them would not be merely 

“theoretical.” That is why, for example, representatives of the organizations that had 

passed the first stage of selection for drafting analytical papers of the Platforms as 

3.2. Institutional  
capacity building 
through training  

programs
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well as the grant competition winners were invited to the training sessions on state 

policy analysis and analytical paper writing. The participants received methodological 

recommendations on how to write an analytical paper and reinforced their skills through  

practical tasks. Later on, this knowledge turned useful when it came to developing 

documents within the framework of the Project’s analytical component.

A training session also preceded the beginning of work on the analysis of the AA 

implementation with stakeholder participation. The training was attended by those 

members of the UA CSP working groups who had been defined responsible for 

preparation of thematic sections of the future study. Videos of the instructions provided 

at the abovementioned training events were uploaded to the Project’s YouTube channel 

so that other members of the Platform were able to familiarize themselves with these 

instructions.

A workshop for the UA CSP working groups was organized in March in cooperation with 

the Association4U project. Its participants learned about how the political situation 

in Europe influenced the AA implementation. Experts also reported on the operation 

of other AA bilateral bodies, the Association Council, the Association Committee and 

subcommittees, and compared AA implementation coordination mechanisms in Ukraine 

and EU countries.

In July 2017, the Project held the Civic Synergy School that focused on advocacy skills 

development and the advocacy campaigning algorithm: problem analysis, choice of 

Thanks to the Civic Synergy School, we 

met authoritative experts and received 

valuable advocacy experience. Now 

our organization views cooperation 

with stakeholders in a broader context. 

For example, we were involved in the 

advocacy of amendments to the Code of 

Civil Procedure of Ukraine, which came 

into force on Dec. 15, 2017. Presently, 

we apply the gained experience to 

the next project. It aims at ensuring 

equal employment opportunities in the 

context of the Association Agreement 

implementation.

Vitaliy Drobotun 
Director of NGO “Human Rights”
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solutions, stakeholders engagement and motivation, campaign planning, development 

of communication messages, cooperation with media, etc. With the assistance of 

experienced facilitators, the training participants outlined topics and plans for advocacy 

campaigns to be developed later, and acquired the knowledge and skills that would be 

useful to plan and carry out their further project activities more efficiently.

One more example of interrelationship between the training activities and other 

components of the Civic Synergy Project is the training in fundraising (project 

development) that aimed at solving the problem of the poor quality of applications for 

competitive grant support received by the Project. The trainees included the Platforms’ 

members whose project proposals during the first grant competition had been declined 

by the Expert Board although potentially they could have been supported if elaborated to 

improve their quality. The coordinators of the working groups also attended the training 

session. The training focused on key issues to be analyzed when developing a project 

proposal: how to select a problem the project proposal would address; how to define the 

project implementation strategy; the main stages and components of project activities; 

and success indicators.

In order to familiarize UNP’s new members and candidate members with the basic 

principles of activities of the Platform and the EaP CSF, as well as the EaP policies 

in general, the Project, on the request of the UNP Steering Committee, supported 

an introductory seminar. The reason behind the necessity of such training was 

the commitment of the Platform’s leadership to improve the membership quality. 
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That is, they wanted to make sure that the organizations admitted as new members 

understood the scope and principles of the Platform’s activities and were ready to work 

productively. According to the seminar participants, the event met expectations and 

can be repeated later for new candidate members.

The Project also organized introductory training for grant recipient organizations in order to 

facilitate their networking, explain specifics of the financial reporting in compliance with the 

IRF and EU requirements, present communication requirements for EU-supported projects 

and discuss ideas of effective interaction of all participants in the process.
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According to the Statutes of the Platforms, the analytical and advocacy activities are the 

main form of their work. Project’s support of these actities is in the greatest demand by 

Platform members: an overwhelming majority of the applications that the Project receives 

for its grant competition and that are eventually funded relate to these two types of 

activities. In addition to the grant support of initiatives of separate member organizations, 

the Project also supports under this component, in a centralized manner, the following 

activities: (a) production of collective cross-cutting analytical papers; (b) production of 

policy papers suggesting solutions to specific problems in certain areas of EI reforms; (c) 

preparation of reports for CSP meetings; and (d) events to discuss positions of various 

stakeholders and elaborate joint recommendations. The Platforms’ Secretariats also 

organize regular Platforms’ meetings with responsible officials (the Vice Prime Minister 

for European and Euro-Atlantic integration, the Director of the Government Office for 

European and Euro-Atlantic Integration (GOEEI), Deputy Ministers for European integration, 

representatives of the Parliamentary Committee on European Integration, etc.). This 

dialogue allows the Platforms’ members, on the one hand, to learn more about the status 

of EI reforms, and on the other hand, to communicate the opinion of civil society on the 

AA implementation and EaP initiatives realization to decision-makers. It also allows the 

parties to discuss their needs in and opportunities for closer collaboration between the 

Government and civil society.

4  COMPONENT “POLICY ANALYSIS, ADVOCACY  
 AND  DIALOGUE”

4.1. Analytical activities 
of the Platforms

An important task of the two Platforms and the Civic Synergy Project in 2017 was to 

develop “brand” analytical products, which would be clearly associated with the Platforms 

in the eyes of their target audiences and would allow the two to occupy their unique niche 

among CSOs producing a diversity of analytical materials.
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As for the UNP, the search for a formula of their brand analytical product was relatively 

short. The European Commission’s Joint Staff Working Document “Eastern Partnership – 

20 Deliverables for 2020,” published in the context of the EaP Summit planned to be 

held in November 2017, led the UNP Steering Committee and the Project team to the 

idea that the highest demand both in Brussels and in Kyiv was namely an analysis 

of how the said document’s provisions met Ukraine’s needs and whether its 2017 

milestones were realistic. The idea found confirmation in meetings with representatives 

of agencies involved, such as the GOEEI, Ministry of Information Policy and others, 

who required analytical documents before the summit to determine their positions and 

develop proposals that they could hand over to their European counterparts and EaP 

colleagues. The UNP Secretariat / Project team ensured coordination of collective work 

on an analytical paper done by 20 leading experts of the UNP – from the methodology 

development to the editing of the consolidated document. The draft analytical paper 

was sent to relevant authorities for commenting, and its final text, titled Ukraine in the 

Coordinates of the Eastern Partnership 2017-2020 (Expert Review of the Joint Staff 

Working Document “Eastern Partnership – 20 Deliverables for 2020”), was presented 

to and discussed with representatives of key stakeholders in October 2017 – first in 

Kyiv at the UNP Annual Conference and later in Tallinn, Estonia, at the EaP CSF Annual 

Assembly.

To familiarize the general public with the expert conclusions in this paper on the eve of the 

EaP Summit, held in late November 2017 in Brussels, European Pravda published a series of 

stories written by the authors of the separate chapters of the analytical report:

 

 z ”Measuring the Eastern Partnership: How to Assess Success of the EU Initiative?” 

and ”Aligning with Outsiders: How the EU Sees the Eastern Partnership's Future” 

(Hennadiy Maksak);

 z ”Security for the Eastern Partnership: Changes Ukraine Should Lobby for” (Vitaliy 

Martynyuk);

 z ”Eastern Partnership’s Gender Focus: Are There Successes in Ukraine?” (Yulia 

Savelyeva);

 z ”Energy Sector of the Eastern Partnership: Assistance Kyiv Can Count on” (Andriy 

Chubyk).

http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/10/11/7072039/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/10/19/7072480/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/11/20/7073879/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/11/30/7074419/
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/12/5/7074639/
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These articles deal with how Ukraine tackled the task of reaching the EaP 2017 milestones, 

what are the prospects of achieving other deliverables, and what main challenges there are.

For the UA CSP, it was more difficult to find ideas and methodology for its own key 

analytical product, since the scope of the AA, the implementation of which the Platform 

is supposed to monitor, is very wide, and the expertise available for the UA CSP does not 

cover all areas. Nor there were any ready monitoring techniques, effective and agreed 

upon by various parties; in particular, there was no system of indicators to evaluate the 

implementation performance. The governmental tool for implementation monitoring and 

reporting, called “Pulse of the Agreement,” of which information could have made the task 

easier, was just in its design development phase.

Taking into account the Platform’s specifics, namely the presence of stakeholders from 

various civil society sectors in it, the Project’s analysts suggested that the methodology 

of the AA analysis to be carried out by the UA CSP would stress this aspect: engagement 

of various stakeholders in the evaluation. The methodology was based on the so-called 

“goal tree” approach: modeling of necessary decisions and measures that authorized state 

policy-makers were required to approve/take for the full implementation of corresponding 

parts and provisions of the AA followed by their collation with the decisions and measures 

actually approved/taken, using the criteria of factual existence, adequacy, fullness and 

openness. The AA chapters and provisions for analysis were picked up by the UA CSP 

working groups. The Project’s analysts briefed the authors of the analytical paper’s 

sections and later advised them on how to build a goal tree, organize consultations with 

stakeholders and elaborate the materials.

The work according to this methodology resulted in a report “From Objectives to Results: 

the Implementation of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement as Seen by Stakeholders” 

comprising eight sections (on Rome Statute ratification; judiciary efficiency; water 

resources management; reinforcement of Ukraine’s scientific potential; availability of 

information and communication technologies; consumer protection; gender equality and 

non-discrimination in employment; and vocational education development).
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The findings of the study were presented to stakeholders at dedicated events. In 

particular, there was a special meeting of the UA CSP with the Vice Prime Minister for 

European and Euro-Atlantic Integration and Deputy Ministers for European integration, 

during which the latter provided their comments to the authors of the sections. The study 

was also scrutinized during a discussion at the EU Delegation to Ukraine. The discussion 

was attended by EU Ambassador to Ukraine Hugues Mingarelli and representatives of 

relevant sectoral units of the Delegation. The findings of the study were also presented 

to a wider audience at a news conference in the Ukraine Crisis Media Center, which was 

broadcast online.

Analytical documents. Besides the work on collective documents, the Project supported 

authors who wrote policy analysis papers in separate EI areas. The authors were selected 

on a compatetive basis upon consideration of the concepts of their future papers. Before 

submitting a concept, the interested members of the Platforms had been briefed on how to 

write an analytical paper. The competition winners received methodological consultations 

from the Project’s analysts during the entire period of writing the paper. To date, three 

policy papers have been completed as a result of this work:

 z  How Can Ukraine Achieve an Increase in the Real Labor Income Level of Working 

Citizens?

 z  How the Government of Ukraine Can Develop a State Policy on E-Commerce;

 z  How to Set up Effective Social Dialogue in Ukraine?

Work on three more policy papers, which began in 2017, is in progress. The Project 

provides for layout and publication of finished documents (also in English where 

expedient), as well as promotes their discussion with stakeholders and wide dissemination.

CSP reports. The Project provided financial and methodological support to the drafting of 

UA CSP reports for bilateral Platform meetings, namely:

The report presented in Brussels to the Fourth CSP Meeting on May 18, 2017:

 z  Environmental Protection in the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement.

Over the past year, the environmental 

NGOs, which are represented in the 

Platforms, have produced a number of 

interesting materials and studies, all of 

which contributed significantly to the 

policy development and implementation 

process. Besides the expert proposals 

on the policies, the strengthened role of 

the Platforms is important as one of the 

voices and the vehicle of the demand for 

reforms. The collaboration with citizens, 

the articulation of interests of societal 

groups and their organized demand for 

reforms envisaged by the Association 

Agreement are a sine qua non for the 

success of the European integration 

course of Ukraine. 

Mykola Kuzyo 
Deputy Minister for European Integration, 

Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources 
of Ukraine
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The reports presented in Kyiv to the Fifth CSP Meeting on Nov. 15, 2017:

 z  The State Policy of Ukraine Regarding Internally Displaced Persons in the Context of 

the Association Agreement Implementation;

 z  Implementation of the European Integration Reforms in Science and Technology.

Section 8 of this report provides a more detailed account of these and other analytical 

documents, in particular those written under grant projects.

4.2. Advocacy  
activities 

Any analytical activities of the Platforms, including the monitoring of EI reforms, 

identification of gaps in the reforms and development of recommendations to eliminate 

the gaps, will be ineffective without an advocacy component: bringing to the knowledge 

of decision-makers and other stakeholders these conclusions and recommendations. 

The establishment of the standing Secretariats of the Platforms became an important 

prerequisite for enhancing their interaction with authorities, since it allowed them to set 

up and maintain continuous communication and has raised the image of the Platforms as 

experts and permanent entities.

In 2017, the Platforms began being perceived as key civil society associations in 

the EI area, consulting whom was an essential part in implementing the AA and 

EaP initiative. The Platforms regularly meet with relevant officials in the area (the 

Vice Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic integration, the Director of the 

Government Office for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration, Deputy Ministers for 

EI and Acting Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on European Integration). 

The Platforms’ leaders and/or members are invited to relevant governmental 

discussion events. The EU Delegation to Ukraine also invites representatives of 

the Platforms to relevant discussions (meetings with EU officials visiting Ukraine, 

discussions on public participation in the EI processes, etc.)

Moreover, the appearance of the high-quality analytical products increased the interest 

of authorities in obtaining assessments from the Platforms. During numerous meetings 

with representatives of the UNP and UA CSP, key officials responsible for EI said they 

wished to receive the Platforms’ analyses on priorities of the AA implementation and EaP 

initiative realization. They also noted the usefulness of the Platforms’ existing analytical 

products and mentioned that their recommendations were taken into account in laws and 

regulations as well as other actions aimed at implementing the AA. Increasing the number 

of high-quality analyses of challenges to EI and tracking the impact of the Platforms’ 

analytical and advocacy work must be the next step.

To find out what expectations different stakeholders had regarding the public 

participation in the AA implementation and discuss the priorities of advocacy actions 

of the Platforms in different thematic areas, the Project organized a special session as 

part of the V Annual Conference of Think Tanks, traditionally held by the IRF within its 

Development of Think Tanks in Ukraine initiative. The session’s first panel discussion, 

attended by Ukrainian and foreign experts, focused on CSOs’ needs to ensure high-

quality analytical support of the AA; approaches to evaluation of its implementation; to 

what extent proposals of civil society experts were taken into account; etc. The key EI 

stakeholders attended the event, namely Ukraine’s Vice Prime Minister for European 

and Euro-Atlantic Integration Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze, Acting Chairperson of the 
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Parliamentary Committee on European 

Integration Maria Ionova, EU Ambassador 

to Ukraine Hugues Mingarelli and others. 

Later, during parallel thematic sessions, 

conference participants discussed 

specific steps that could be taken to 

promote EI reforms in certain priority 

areas.

Earlier, the advocacy efforts of the Platform were limited to sending the text of a joint 

declaration with recommendations of civil society to the Association Council through 

governmental agencies of Ukraine and the EU and holding periodic meetings with the 

Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration.

The Civic Synergy Project helped the Ukrainian Side of the Platform to extend the 

toolkit of its advocacy activities and the circle of stakeholders with which to interact. In 

2017, the UA CSP held 12 meetings with authorities and other stakeholders.

Besides separate meetings with Vice Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic 

Integration Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze and her communication with UA CSP and 

working groups members during the UA CSP Assembly, there were five meetings with 

high-ranked officials of various ministries to discuss EI reform progress and engagement 

of the civil society expertise. Representatives of the Ministry of Economic Development 

and Trade and the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine participated in meetings of 

Working Groups 3 and 4.

The availability of the Platform’s high-quality analytical products made the meetings with 

stakeholders more focused on possibilities for implementing recommendations of civil 

society in specific areas of public policy.

In particular, the discussion event with Ostap Semerak, Minister of Environment and 

Natural Resources of Ukraine, held in September 2017 and well covered in the media, 

was dedicated to the implementation by the government of the recommendations 

provided in the UA CSP report on environmental protection in the AA. The discussion 

participants came to a conclusion that the civil society recommendations had been 

generally taken into account. Later on, the Ministry engaged the authors of the report 

for consultations and, according to the Ministry’s staff, it continues using the report in its 

work. The report’s conclusions also gave an impetus to initiating and drafting a climate 

change report of the CSP.
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Moreover, the thematic report of the Platform on the implementation of EI reforms 

in science and technologies was presented to Minister of Science and Education of 

Ukraine Lilia Hrynevych (November 2017). Making its recommendations known to 

the Ministry’s leadership helped to streamline the development of the Roadmap for 

Ukraine’s integration in the European Research Area (ERA-UA) and spur the dialogue 

within the Ministry’s working groups with participation of the report’s authors. After the 

expected Roadmap approval, a Roadmap Implementation Plan will need to be drafted. 

The report’s conclusions will serve as reference points in the drafting.

The dialogue established with the Parliamentary Committee on European Integration 

focused on the Committee’s needs for additional expertise to draft EI legislation.

An innovative format of collaboration was launched with the EU Delegation to Ukraine: 

trilateral consultations with EU diplomats and Ukrainian governmental officials on the 

eve of sectoral subcommittee meetings under the AA. The pilot meeting in October 

2017 was dedicated to environment, climate change, energy and transport.

The recommendations of CSP meetings and the analytical papers produced with 

support of the Project in 2017 were regularly sent to governmental stakeholders to 

be considered in their work and were disseminated through the media. In particular, 

results of the Platform’s 3rd Meeting in Kyiv (November 2016) and the conclusions from 

the UA CSP report “From Objectives to Results: the Implementation of the EU-Ukraine 

Association Agreement as Seen by Stakeholders” (December 2017) were presented at 

press conferences.

A practice of UA CSP statements have been initiated. In 2017, two statements were 

adopted – on the occasion of the Civil Society Forum (May 2017) and on the openness 

of climate diplomacy of Ukraine (September 2017).

The urgent need to establish the Ukrainian Advisory Group on Trade and Sustainable 

Development under Chapter 13 of the Agreement was in the focus of the first of the 

above statements. The UA CSP repeatedly raised this issue before the Government 

of Ukraine. Because there is still no such a group in place, a UA CSP delegation with 

financial support of the Project represented Ukraine at the May 2017 Civil Society 

Forum in Brussels.
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In 2017, the Civic Synergy Project also supported the following discussion events jointly 

initiated by UA CSP Working Groups 2 and 3:

 z  Workshop: E-commerce (March);

 z  Round table “Impact of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement on securing the rights 

of vulnerable groups that need to improve their housing as well as housing developers 

and investors” (December).

In 2017, the UNP signif icantly increased its advocacy activity. This concerns f irst of 

all its collaboration with the national-level stakeholders, since the communication 

channel at the EaP CSF level had been already actively used before. A total of 

17 meetings of the UNP leadership and representatives of the Project were 

held with state authorities and other stakeholders: diplomats, international 

technical assistance projects, CSO networks, etc. The meetings’ purpose was 

to raise awareness of relevant authorities about activities of pro-European civil 

society platforms and the Civic Synergy Project as well as agree on concrete joint 

initiatives.

For example, the meeting with Vice Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic 

Integration Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze on Mar. 30, 2017 resulted in an initiative 

to carry out an expert assessment of the Joint Staff Working Document “Eastern 

Partnership – 20 Deliverables for 2020.” This initiative was then successfully realized 

by UNP experts. UNP experts in conjunction with representatives of the UA CSP 

were also involved in the discussion and elaboration of the draft Communication 

Strategy for European Integration of Ukraine 2018-2021.

There is regular communication with the Government Off ice for European and 

Euro-Atlantic Integration, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Parliamentary 

Committee for European Integration. In February and March, the Platform leadership 

held two meetings with the Deputy Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee, 

Maria Ionova, and representatives 

of the Committee’s Secretariat, and 

on March 10, a meeting with GOEEI 

Director Olha Stefanishyna.

Representatives of the UNP were 

invited as speakers to the Plenary 

Session of the Euronest Parliamentary 

Assembly (EaP inter-parliamentary 

body), which was organized by the 

Parliamentary Committee Secretariat in 

Kyiv in 2017. UNP National Coordinator 

Hennadiy Maksak delivered an 

official speech at the Session opening 

ceremony.

One of results of the meetings with the 

leadership of the Ministry of Youth and 
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Sports of Ukraine was that representatives of UNP Working Group 4 “Contacts between 

People” were engaged in preparation of the International Expert Forum “The Youth and the 

State – Partnership for Development,” scheduled for October 2018.

The ideas discussed and the contacts established at a meeting with officials from EaP 

member states Georgia and Moldova in September 2017 became the basis for a more 

profound discussion during the Association Exchange Forum that the Civic Synergy Project 

held a few months later.

The cooperation with the Embassy of Estonia in Ukraine turned positive in the context 

of the country’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union (June to December 

2017). The main results achieved by Ukraine in executing "20 Key Deliverables until 

2020" of the EaP, which the Platforms’ experts had analyzed, were discussed for 

the first time at the meeting of the experts with representatives of the EU countries’ 

embassies organized by the Estonian Embassy. Later, the UNP leadership was also able 

to meet Estonian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sven Mikser during the Eastern Partnership 

Media Conference, held in Kyiv in September. The parties discussed certain promising 

initiatives and areas of cooperation as well as agreed on common topics for advocacy at 

the EU level.

Representatives of the UNP participate in the Public Councils at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Ministry of Information Policy, Ministry of Social Policy, Ministry of Ecology and 

Natural Resources, Pension Fund of Ukraine and other sectoral state agencies, aiming to 

use these forums to communicate positions of the UNP members (UNP representatives 

have joined some of the Public Councils just because of the Platform’s advocacy activities).
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One more advocacy tool actively used by the UNP is preparation of statements on 

topical issues in order to draw attention to certain problems or prevent actions of the 

government that can have adverse consequences for society and political image of 

Ukraine. In 2017, the UNP made three statements at the national level:

 z Statement of the UNP on the public administration reform in Ukraine (March 

2017 ), which provided a number of recommendations on how to optimize the 

public administration functioning in Ukraine;

 z  Open Statement of the UNP on observance of the European integration 

commitments of Ukraine in fight against corruption and in government 

procurement legislation (December 2017). UNP members addresses the President, 

Prime Minister and Members of Parliament with a call for not supporting the bill “Buy 

Ukrainian Goods, Pay to Ukrainians” and not adopting the draft law that would limit 

the independence of anti-corruption agencies and allow authorities to influence 

them. The UNP members also called for establishment of an independent anti-

corruption court;

 z  Statement of UNP Working Group 5 on the draft Labor Code of Ukraine (April 2017) 

appealing to the Cabinet of Ministers and Parliament with a call for not adopting the 

proposed draft Labor Code of Ukraine as contravening EU labor law standards.

Moreover, the Platform held the following two events with support of the Civic Synergy 

Project in 2017:

 z  News conference on “How the Kremlin propaganda penetrates the media in post-

Soviet countries” (Mar. 10, 2017). The event featured presentation of a study on 
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Russian propaganda messages in the EaP countries that had been conducted by 

Internews Ukraine, an NGO, in cooperation with EaP CSF member organizations;

 z  Discussion on “Crimean Tatars: the legal status, rights protection, self-

identification and self-realization problems in the the present-day Ukraine” 

(May 23, 2017). The event included presentation of the book “Crimean Tatars as an 

Indigenous People (Historical Background and Present-Day Realities)” by Nataliya 

Belitser, expert of the Pylyp Orlyk Institute for Democracy, followed by discussion 

with participation of Platform's members and representatives of authorities.
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5  COMPONENT “AWARENESS-RAISING,  
 COMMUNICATION AND VISIBILITY”

The Civic Synergy Project provides support to the strengthening of the communication 

function of the Platforms. In particular, the Project ensures that their websites and social 

media pages are regularly updated, produces monthly newsletters and supports news 

conferences and other events aimed at raising the awareness of society about EI needs 

and challenges. The Project also ensures its own communication activities to reach a 

broader audience with information about the work done within its framework.

5.1. Websites Websites are traditionally one of the main sources of information on NGO activities 

in Ukraine. For some time, these communication tools of the Platforms were nearly 

static, since day-to-day updating of websites requires considerable efforts. With the 

establishment of the permanent Secretariats and support of the Project’s communication 

manager, the dynamics of updating the UNP and UA CSP websites significantly 

increased. Specifically, 144 pieces of information were published on the UNP website 

in 2017 (against  33 in 2014, 66 in 2015 and 46 in 2016). On the UA CSP site in the year 

under review, there were 97 new posts (up from 20 in 2016). Today, these websites are 

a depository of the Platforms’ analytical and position documents and regularly report 

on key activities that take place under the aegis of the Platforms and with support of the 

Project.
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Chart 1. Websites update dynamics (posts per year)
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To make the UA CSP site more user-friendly, its new version is being developed: it will 

have a better technical functionality, a clearer structure and a more modern design. The 

transfer of information from the old site to its new version is currently in progress, and 

after its completion, the new site of the Platform will become its main one.

As for the Civic Synergy site, its functions for some time were performed by a separate 

section of the IRF website. However, with the great number of the Project’s activities, 

the need for an own site became obvious - the one that would be integrated with the 

sites of the Platforms and would contain full information about activities supported by 

the Project, finished analytical products, etc., and would have convenient navigation 

and extended search features. The work on such a site have lasted for half a year, and it 

soon will replace the information page of the Project at its new URL:  http://www.civic-

synergy.org.ua/.

http://www.civic-synergy.org.ua/
http://www.civic-synergy.org.ua/


36 Civic Synergy Project 

civic-synergy.org.ua

Communication work of the Platforms cannot be imagined without their Facebook 

pages, which allow the Platforms to dynamically present the Platform’s activities and 

continuously grow the audience aware of their tasks and interested in their products. 

Nevertheless, nobody engaged in this work in a systemic way before the beginning 

of the Project: the UNP had an unmoderated Facebook group, the content of which 

was sporadically formed by group members themselves; and the UA CSP had an own 

Facebook page with just a few posts and followers. At present, the UA CSP page has 

567 followers, mostly young and active audience interested in the opportunities opened 

up by EI reforms. The UNP also has its own Facebook page, on which the Secretariat 

regularly posts news about the Platform activities and reports on important EI 

developments and opportunities. This page is associated with the UNP Facebook group, 

both having a total of 1,500 followers.

Before the launch of the Project’s own site, the key communication channel of the Civic 

Synergy Project was its Facebook page. As of the end of 2017, it had 580 followers 

and reached on the average about 17,000 persons per month. Its most popular posts 

included analytical studies on EI, own digests of the Project on developments in 

Ukraine’s relations with the EU and EaP as well as EU news. The UNP analytical report 

“Ukraine in the Coordinates of the Eastern Partnership 2017-2020” reached 2,158 

persons, the UA CSP report “From Objectives to Results: the Implementation of the 

EU-Ukraine Association Agreement as Seen by Stakeholders” reached 2,382 persons, 

and the Project Digest of Sep. 18-30 reached 6,133 persons. The page actively informs 

about all the Project-supported events and contests as well as posts quotes of most 

interesting statements by event speakers in real time.

5.2. Social networks
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Chart 2. Who are our followers?
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5.3. Platforms’  
newsletters 

Before the Civic Synergy Project, the Platforms did not publish their newsletters on 

a regular basis. The UA CSP did not produce such newsletters at all, and the UNP 

issued a quarterly electronic newsletter for some time but discontinued this practice 

in 2015.

In 2017, the publication of e-newsletters of the 

Platforms became regular (usually monthly). A 

total of 10 UA CSP and 7 UNP newsletters were 

produced and disseminated in 2017. The newsletters 

cover developments in the Platforms and their 

working groups, projects implementation results 

under the Civic Synergy grant component (events, 

analyses) and future events announcements. The 

newsletters also contain information on EI-related 

grant opportunities and contests announced for 

Ukrainian NGOs. Moreover, the UNP newsletter 

reports on activities of the EaP CSF, such as 

important decisions and advocacy initiatives within 

the Forum’s framework, outcomes of working group 

meetings and thematic events and activities under 

its regranting scheme.

The Project also considers production of a regular 

newsletter on activities of the Platforms and the 

Project in English, primarily for sending to EU 

institutions and interested CSOs.
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The Digest on the European integration, the EU and the Eastern Partnership

Twice a month, the Civic Synergy Project produces an analytical information review 

of major developments in the EU, European integration of Ukraine and the Eastern 

Partnership. The digest also includes a review of studies supported by the Project and 

most interesting publications by the world’s leading think-tanks that relate to European 

integration, EU policies and reforms in Ukraine and other countries in the region. Since 

March 2017, when this activity was launched, the Project has issued 17 digests. The news 

review is very popular among the Project’s Facebook followers: the average reach of one 

digest is about 3,200 people. It is reposted by other EI information resources, e.g. the 

Facebook page of the GOEEI.

The European integration digest, which 

helps to keep up on the latest European 

integration developments, is certainly 

useful. It is also an opportunity to learn 

about publications of Western think-tanks, 

which can help to find partners for joint 

analytical activities and will facilitate the 

dissemination of  member organizations’ 

products.

 

Iryna Sushko 
Executive Director  

of “Europe without Barriers”
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The articles published  in European 

Pravda on the initiative of the Civic 

Synergy are a valuable product for the 

journalists’ community. They unveil the 

nitty-gritty of European integration, 

including the Association Agreement 

implementation, in different  areas. 

Such stories serve as a kind of manual 

for the media and journalists who want 

to explore thoroughly some or other 

theme. European Pravda inter alia 

regularly recommends these texts to 

regional media that implement grant 

projects under the joint program of the 

Institute for Economic Research and 

Policy Consulting and European Pravda 

“Promoting Reforms to Regions” – as 

basic articles for understanding aspects 

of European integration in some area 

or other.

Anatoliy Martsynovskyy 
Regional Coordinator of the online medium 

European Pravda

5.4. Work with the media

Over the period of its implementation, the Civic Synergy Project has been able to increase 

the presence of the Platforms in the Ukrainian online media and on television channels. 

Reports on events of the Platforms member organizations have appeared on UNIAN, 

Glavred, Dzerkalo Tyzhnya, Hubs, Focus, TVi, 24th Channel, Censor.net, TSN, Slovo i Dilo, 

112th Channel, NewsOne, 5th Channel, UNN, Hromadske, Espreso, Interfax-Ukraina, Ukraine 

Crisis Media Center, etc.

The leading dedicated online medium European Pravda is a permanent media partner of 

the Project. It has published on its site 14 articles based on study reports issued under 

the Project, including a special series by UNP experts covering conclusions in separate 

sections of the study “Ukraine in the Coordinates of the Eastern Partnership 2017-2020” 

(Section 8 of the report provides a complete list of media articles).

In December 2017, European Pravda published the UNP statement calling on the 

President, Prime Minister, Parliament Speaker and Members of Parliament of Ukraine 

to abide by Ukraine’s EI commitments in the fight against corruption and legislation on 

government procurement.

The Project provides consultations on a permanent basis to Platforms’ member 

organizations (grant project implementers in the first place) on how to write press 

announcements and releases up to journalist standards. Civic Synergy also supports the 

Platforms in the dissemination of these materials among Ukrainian journalists.

.

http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/news/2017/12/21/7075398/
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Association Exchange Forum. The Forum, organized by the 

Project on Nov. 13-14 (see Section 6 for details), was one of the 

events that drew a lot of media attention. Key Ukrainian media, 

including European Pravda, UNIAN, 24th Channel, Glavred, 

Novoye Vryemya and Espreso, provided coverage of the Forum. 

In the wake of the event, European Pravda published a story on 

the Association Agreement implementation in three countries, 

“Neglected Association: Why Ukraine Is behind Moldova and 

Georgia in Monitoring Agreement with the EU.”

High-ranked officials and renowned experts who participated 

in the event wrote about the Forum in their social media posts, 

attracting attention of new audiences to the Project and the 

Platforms.

5.5. Coverage of some events of the Project

Peter M. Wagner 
Head of "Support Group for Ukraine" at the European Commission

Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze 
Vice Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine

Ewa Synowiec 
Principal Advisor at the Directorate-General Trade of the European 

Commission
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A special media event – the f irst 

visa-free train. On the first day of EU 

visa liberalization for Ukraine, June 11, 

the Project supported a special action 

aimed at promoting close collaboration 

between CSOs and the media: the symbolic 

departure of “visa-free” train for Przemyśl 

in Poland. The first border crossing was 

done by renowned Ukrainian experts, 

artists, journalists and civil society activists 

who had been long struggling for the 

visa-free regime for Ukraine. Ukraine’s 

Vice Prime Minister for European and 

Euro-Atlantic Integration Ivanna Klympush-

Tsintsadze, Ambassador of Poland to 

Ukraine Jan Piekło and Head of Press and 

Communication at the EU Delegation to 

Ukraine Jurgis Vilčinskas opened the event.
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On arrival in Poland, the train was met by representatives of the local government 

and Ukraine’s Ambassador to Poland Andriy Deschytsya. Thanks to the journey and 

particularly the opportunity to interview civil society experts, the journalists were able 

to write well-founded stories on the visa-free regime, the reforms that preceded the 

liberalization, the role of civil society in the process, future EI challenges and many 

other issues. The fact that the action was under the aegis of the UNP helped to attract 

additional attention of journalists to its activities and allowed representatives of the 

Platform to establish closer contacts with the media, which will be useful for the UNP 

activities coverage in the future.

The first “visa-free train” action was broadly covered in leading Ukrainian media, including 

TSN, 5th Channel, ICTV, 112th Channel, Hromadske TV, UNIAN, Dzerkalo Tyzhnya, European 

Pravda, Glavred, Focus, 24th Channel and others.
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6 COMPONENT “EU AND EAP NETWORKING  
 AND OUTREACH”

The purpose of this component of the Civic Synergy Project is to assist the Platforms in 

securing external advocacy for the reforms, raising awareness of their activities in EU and 

EaP institutions and civil society as well as in setting up collaboration with EU experts and 

interested CSOs.

6.1. International  
statutory activities  

of the Platforms 

Besides the statutory activities at the national level, the Platforms also have standing 

commitments of an international character, and the Project assists in meeting them. In case 

of the UA CSP, this relates to its work in a bilateral format: meetings of the CSP, which are 

alternately held twice a year in Kyiv and Brussels. The CSP meetings envisage the drafting 

of thematic reports on AA implementation progress in areas of priority for civil society 

(at least two themes for each meeting, both sides preparing their own versions of the 

reports). Based on outcomes of the discussion of the reports at the meetings and broader 

discussions on the AA implementation achievements and challenges in general, a joint 

declaration is then developed.
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In 2017, the Project successfully organized a visit of UA CSP members to Brussels to 

participate in the bilateral Platform meeting on May 18: provided logistics of the trip, 

supported the drafting and translation of the reports of the Ukrainian Side and the joint 

declaration and arranged a meeting of the Ukrainian delegation with the Ukrainian 

Mission in Brussels. The CSP meeting on Nov. 15 in Kyiv required more efforts, since 

the host was fully responsible for the event, from ensuring high level of organization to 

inviting representatives of key stakeholders and to editing final documents, everything 

in charge of the UA CSP Secretariat and the Project team. CSP members on the EU Side 

appreciated the Kyiv meeting organization. They also expressed an opinion that, owing 

to the good preparation of events and documents by the Ukrainian Side and the active 

position of its members, the CSP could be considered the most effective among similar 

bilateral structures with participation of the European Economic and Social Committee.
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In addition to the CSP, the AA provides for setting up one more bilateral non-

governmental institute. According to Title IV Chapter 13, “Trade and sustainable 

development,” members of the Parties’ Advisory Groups on sustainable development 

are supposed to meet at an open Civil Society Forum, which will meet once a year. Since 

there was no such Ukrainian group in place at the moment of the Forum’s first meeting, 

the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine, which is responsible for 

the Chapter 13 implementation, suggested to form an ad hoc Ukrainian delegation 

from among UA CSP members. The Project ensured participation in the Forum of the 

delegation consisting of the UA CSP chairperson and representatives of Working 

Groups 4 and 5. They presented a UA CSP Statement on the Advisory Group and brief 

position documents of the dedicated Working Groups on priority areas in trade and 

sustainable development. Although the Ukrainian AA structure remains incomplete 

without the Advisory Group, the participation of the UA CSP delegation nonetheless 

helped somehow avoid the critical situation of having a one-sided event and also launch 

a dialogue with the EU Advisory Group on social and environmental challenges that need 

priority attention in the DCFTA context.

The Civil Society Forum in the meaning of AA Chapter 13 should not be confused 

with the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (EaP CSF), a non-governmental 

association of six national EaP platforms, including the UNP, and representatives of 

CSOs from the EU.

Proper participation in the Forum is an international statutory commitment of the 

UNP. The Forum Secretariat organizes participation of Ukrainian delegation in the 

Forum’s Annual Assembly and meetings of the Steering Committee and working 

groups. Therefore, even if the UNP does not have its own funds, the presence of 

Ukrainian participants is guaranteed. However, the enhanced analytical and advocacy 

activities of the Platform owing to the Civic Synergy Project have made the UNP 

better distinguishable at the EU level. It should be noted here that the UNP is the only 

one among the EaP CSF national platforms to have such a comprehensive Project 

that ensures its systemic functioning. The existence of the UNP Secretariat, which 

provides for the operating activities of the Platform, also facilitates its continuous 

communication with the EaP CSF Secretariat. As a result, the UNP members now 

receive more information on the Forum’s activities and vice versa. On the initiative 

of the Steering Committee and other members, the UNP has made a number of 

statements on challenges in Ukraine that require international attention and response. 

That is, the UNP actively uses the Forum as a floor for advocating the civil society 

positions at the level of the EaP and the EU. Among other things, the Forum’s toolkit 

provides for a possibility of supporting statements, initiated by its national platforms, 

on behalf of the entire Forum, thus adding the weight to such documents and drawing 

more attention in Brussels. In 2017, the UNP used this tool four times when it initiated 

and suggested that the EaP CSF would support the following statements:

 z Statement in response to the escalation of the conflict in Donbas and the increased 

number of casualties among Ukrainian servicemen in Avdiyivka (February 2017), 

by which the EaP CSF Steering Committee called on EU institutions and international 

partners to increase the political and diplomatic pressure on the Kremlin;
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 z Statement of the EaP CSF on the worsened human rights situation in Crimea (April 

2017) calling on EU institutions and international partners to respond properly to 

the persecution, repressions and human rights violations in Crimea occupied by the 

Russian Federation;

 z Statement on amendments made by the Ukrainian Parliament to the Electronic 

Assets Declaration Law (April 2017), in which the EaP CSF Steering Committee called 

on the Parliament to cancel the amendments in order to exclude any blocking for the 

freedom of activities of anti-corruption organizations and activists, organizations that 

support them and civil society in Ukraine as a whole;

 z Statement of EaP CSF Working Group 5 on the draft Labor Code of Ukraine (July 

2017). 

Within the framework of the EaP CSF Annual Assembly in Tallinn from Oct. 25-27, 2017, 

the UNP with support of the Project also organized two events:

 z Presentation of the analytical report “Ukraine in the Coordinates of the Eastern 

Partnership 2017-2020,” during which representatives of the UNP, EU and Ukrainian 

authorities discussed the key conclusions made in the UNP document; and

 z Discussion “Twists and Turns of Reforms in Ukraine” addressing successes, 

challenges and negative experience of the reform implementation in Ukraine. Its focus 

was on the judicial reform, decentralization and fight against corruption.
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6.2. Study  
on the Platforms’ target 

audiences in Brussels 

For the Platforms to be able to conduct advocacy activities in Brussels in a more 

systemic manner and better use the potential of cooperation with EU civil society, the 

Civic Synergy Project ordered a study on the Platforms’ target audiences in Brussels. 

The analysis was built on a few components: a survey of representatives of the Platforms 

members on their current and expected cooperation with their European counterparts 

and the current advocacy efforts of the member organizations; survey of CSOs 

represented in Brussels on how they saw their interaction with Ukrainian civil society; 

and structured interviews officials of EU institutions who engaged in Ukrainian affairs 

on their assessments and expectations of the Platforms’ advocacy activities. Based 

on the study’s findings, the executive director of the Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison 

Office in Brussels, Olena Prystayko, who conducted the study, suggested a number 

of recommendations on how the Platforms could work with their target audiences in 

Brussels more efficiently, in particular to ensure better awareness of the Platform’s work 

as well as more effectively advocate proposals that are important for the Platforms using 

the Brussels channels of influence.
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On Nov. 13-14, the Project organized in Kyiv the First Association Exchange Forum, which was 

de facto the first international expert discussion event addressing the trends, achievements 

and difficulties in the implementation of the EU Association Agreements in Ukraine, Georgia 

and Moldova that was attended by representatives of both the governments and civil society 

of the three countries.

The Forum was launched as an annual international event, expected to become a 

communication and networking platform for various stakeholders from Ukraine, Georgia and 

Moldova, with the following purpose:

 z Overview achievements and experience gained by the three countries of the EU 

Association Agreements and discuss common trends, challenges and needs;

 z Share experience and develop advanced implementation practices, specifically 

for institutional mechanisms, monitoring and engagement of civil society and other 

stakeholders in the implementation process;

 z Develop approaches to enhancing the implementation dynamics of the Association 

Agreements and achieve the maximum efficiency of this process, particularly through 

knowledge sharing and cooperation among the associated countries, collective search 

of solutions for existing problems and identification of common expectations regarding 

EU support.

6.3. Association  
Exchange Forum
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The first Forum gathered about 100 participants from the three associated countries 

and the EU, including high-ranked officials responsible for Agreements implementation 

coordination, civil society experts, representatives of international organizations and 

projects, diplomats, etc. For a day and a half, they shared experience and information 

on the state of affairs in their countries and looked for answers to difficult questions: 

How to make the Agreements implementation meet the countries’ needs and 

possibilities? What role should the EU play for the Associations implementation to be 

efficient? Which institutional mechanisms are able to ensure proper implementation 

coordination? How to set up effective monitoring of the Agreements implementation 

and engage civil society in decision-making?

The event was highly praised by its participants, who pointed at the importance of such 

knowledge and experience sharing among the three countries united by the common 

goal of EI reforms. They also noted the high expertise level of the participants and 

the interesting agenda. The Project will further evolve this initiative: the next Forum, 

scheduled for 2018, will address the implementation of the three Agreements even 

deeper.

The Forum’s greatest value added was 

the experience sharing, since  the event 

was attended by representatives of the 

governments, European integration 

experts and civil society members of 

the three associated countries and EU 

countries who communicated with each 

other. The level of analysis and detail 

was quite impressive.

 

Darius Žeruolis 
former Deputy Government Secretary for EU 

Affairs, Lithuania
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7 COMPONENT “PLATFORMS ACTIVITIES 
 GRANT SUPPORT”

The Project's last component, grant support to the Platforms Activities , is the biggest 

one in terms of resourses and the most diverse in terms of themes, supported 

activities and target audiences. The immediate implementers of the grant projects 

are the Platforms' member organizations whose applications have been supported in  

the grant competitions regularly announced by the IRF European Program Initiative.

This component probably is the most "synergetic," since the majority of the supported 

projects are implemented under the aegis of both Platforms and often  with support of 

several thematic working groups. According to the competition terms and conditions, its 

participants are limited to Platform members and the thematic scope of project proposals 

should correspond to priorities of the AA and EaP as well as to those of the Platforms 

themselves and/or their working groups.

The Expert Council of the IRF European Program Initiative reviews project proposals and 

decides on the provision of grant support based on the results of the competitive selection 

they make. The Council is an independent board of experts in various sectors who neither 

have any conflict of interest in respect of the proposed projects nor can be subject to any 

pressure during the proposals examination.

When determining the winners, the Expert Council applies the standard selection criteria 

specified in the competition announcement: compliance with requirements for project 

proposals; efficient and realistic activities proposed; organizational and financial capacity; 

and budget adequacy.

In 2017, two regular and one additional grant competitions were held,resulting in grant 

support of 27 projects. Seventeen of them were implemented during 2017 and the other 

ten were supported in December, so their implementation period mostly falls on 2018.

In 2018 one more additional competition is expected (the deadline for proposal submission 

was March 18), and at least one more regular competition will be announced.

While supporting the selected grant projects financially, the Civic Synergy Project carries 

out monitoring of their implementation, assists in the dissemination of information about 

their key activities as well as in engagement of speakers and invitation of participants, 

and delivers training to increase the capacity of grantees to implement projects at a high-

quality level.

A significant part of the supported projects focus on analytical work, bringing positions of 

various stakeholders into accord and advocacy at the national and European levels. The 

number of projects that address mainly information and awareness-raising is somewhat 

fewer. There are also cross-cutting projects, which deal with EI reforms implementation 

monitoring or checking draft legislation for compliance with the AA in various areas. Most 

of the projects, however, focus on separate sectors, including security, social policy, the 

DCFTA, economic and cross-border cooperation, environment and transport, science and 

technologies, etc.
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Provided below is information on implementation progress of 17 projects as well as a list 

of projects supported in late 2017 and to be kicked off in 2018. More information on these 

projects is available from their implementers.

7.1. Grant projects supported in early 2017  
(implementation until May 2018)

PROJECT: Index of European Integration for Eastern Partnership Countries 2015-2016
IMPLEMENTERS: Phase I: NGO "Institute of World Policy";  
 Phase II: NGO "New Europe Center"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 515,474
DETAILED INFORMATION: http://www.eap-index.eu/

The Eastern Partnership Index is a unique international study that compares the progress 

made by six EaP states (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine) in 

their internal transformations for approximation to EU standards and practices, as well as in 

their linkage with the EU at different levels.

The Index, designed using popular international indexes as models, is based on over 700 

indicators that combine known statistical and other data with experts' answers to very 

concrete questions. The following thematic blocs are singled out for analysis: democracy 

and human rights; integration and convergence with the EU; sustainable development; 

international security; political dialogue and cooperation; sectoral cooperation and trade; 

and citizens in Europe.

The Eastern Partnership Index 2015-2016 

was compiled by an analytical group of 

over 50 independent experts from the 

six EaP countries and the EU. The EaP 

CSF Secretariat coordinated their work. 

The project, supported within the Civic 

Synergy framework, was associated with 

work of Ukrainian experts on the Ukrainian 

part of the Index and their participation in 

the results presentations in early 2018 in 

Brussels and Kyiv.

The results of the Eastern Partnership 

Index 2015-2016 are largely consistent 

with the current differentiates status 

of linkage between EU and different 

EaP countries. There are three leaders, 

Індекс європейської 
ІнтеграцІї 
країн схІдного 
партнерства 

2015-2016

CROSS-CUTTING PROJECTS

http://www.eap-index.eu/
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Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine, joined by Armenia in some 

areas, whereas Belarus and Azerbaijan in most areas are 

outsiders.

More conclusions can be made with a deeper analysis of 

narrower issues, which demonstrate interesting paradoxes. 

Foe example, Ukraine has become the EU integration and 

convergence leader, while having the worst business climate 

among all the EaP countries. Comparing with the other five 

states, Ukraine has the best situation with the independence 

of courts but is the last but one in the fight against corruption. 

The low linkage indicators at the level of citizens (thematic bloc 

"Citizens in Europe") are explained by the lowest per capita 

indicators of engagement in EU projects in culture, science and 

education.

The EaP Index 2015-2016 findings can help the partner 

countries' governments and EU institutions build more effective 

cooperation within the EaP framework. The full publication of 

the Index is available in English, and its abridged version, in 

Ukrainian.

60

EASTERN PARTNERSHIP INDEX 2015-2016

UKRAINE

Linkage Approximation

DEEP AND SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY 
(DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS)

EU INTEGRATION AND CONvERGENCE

SUSTAINABLE DEvELOPMENT

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, POLITICAL 
DIALOGUE AND CO-OPERATION

SECTORAL CO-OPERATION  
AND TRADE FLOWS

CITIZENS IN EUROPE

0.78

0.64

0.46

0.70

0.70

0.77

0.720.62

PROJECT: Civic monitoring of draft legislation conformity with the AA and EU acquis
IMPLEMENTER: NGO "Open Society Foundation"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 421,000
DETAILED INFORMATION::  http://peg.org.ua

A key task of the AA implementation is to bring Ukrainian legislation in conformity 

with EU law. In practice, there are a number of problems in the law-making activities 

of the Ukrainian Parliament to ensure the AA implementation. In particular, the 

legislature is overloaded with draft laws initiated by MPs (mainly on the economic 

and regulatory policies), having almost 5,000 pieces of draft legislation under 

consideration in Parliamentary Committees, including over 3,000 in the Committee 

for European Integration. The lack of expertise, ignorance of EU law provisions and 

neglect of them in the drafting of laws introduced by the government and especially 

MPs result in adoption of laws that do not conform to the AA or even conflict with it, 

leading to criticism on the part of the EU.

Important in this context are the activities of the Parliamentary Expert Group for 

European Integration (PEG), an independent expert community. It provides the 

Parliamentary Committee for European Integration with independent, unbiased 

and maximally objective expert conclusions on whether draf t legislation received 

by the Committee is in line with the AA and EU law. In 2017, with support of the 

Civic Synergy Project, PEG experts provided 100 such conclusions, which helped 

the Committee take reasonable decisions based on an impartial legal analysis. 

http://www.eap-index.eu/sites/default/files/EaP_Index_2015-16_1.pdf
http://neweurope.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Indeks-yevropejskoyi-integratsiyi-krayin-Shidnogo-partnerstva-2015-2016-4.pdf
http://neweurope.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Indeks-yevropejskoyi-integratsiyi-krayin-Shidnogo-partnerstva-2015-2016-4.pdf
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The analyses of most reverberating 

draf t laws were publicized in the media 

(32 articles during the Project).

Moreover, within the Project framework 

in 2017, the PEG carried out monitoring 

of progress in drafting and adopting laws 

envisaged by the AA. The monitoring 

results are available online.

Purposes of European 
integration related 
laws

Number of European integration 
related laws approved in 2017 by areas 
of the Association Agreement

Energy, energy 

conservation and energy 

efficiency

Justice, 

freedom and 

security

Finance and 

corporate 

management

Small and 

medium business 

development

Education

Free trade areaSanitary and 

phytosanitary 

measures

Telecommunications

Environment

Act that improves a 

regulation model
Ratification of 

an international 

agreement

Amending 

legislation

http://peg.org.ua/association-agreement
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According to PEG experts, the discrepancy in positions of interest groups and the lack of 

communication between the government and MPs, as well as technical defects of draft 

laws, result in a significant delay in the consideration of EI-related draft legislation: their 

average time of consideration in the Parliament is now about two years. Such a pace 

does not meet the implementation deadlines of the AA, which still has not become the 

main reference point in lawmaking: in 2017, only 11% (20) of all laws passed by Parliament 

(180) were EI-oriented.

Based on the findings of the analyses, PEG experts came forward with a roadmap for 

EI-related draft laws in 2018, which contains 22 positions. Most of the positions were 

incorporated in the official Parliamentary/Governmental roadmap approved in late 

February 2018.

PROJECTS DEALING WITH SECURITY

PROJECT: The influence of Kremlin propaganda machine on Ukrainian media
IMPLEMENTER: NGO "Internews Ukraine"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 420,950
ORGANIZATION SITE: http://internews.ua/

It is very important for the Committee 

on European Integration to receive 

unbiased expert conclusions on draft 

laws that the Parliamentary Expert 

Group for European Integration 

makes. It is because the documents 

accompanying draft laws, introduced 

by subjects having the right of 

initiative, contain little information 

about their conformity with Ukraine's 

commitments. And even when there is 

such information, it is often one-sided 

and distorted by influence of interest 

groups or circumstances of a political 

character. Therefore, we need expert 

examination based on an objective and 

impartial analysis of how provisions of 

Ukrainian draft legislation conform to EU 

law and Ukraine's commitments under 

the Association Agreement.

 

Bohdan Fostyk 
Deputy Head of Secretariat of the Parliamentary 

Committee on European Integration

There is a growing understanding in Europe and the world of the danger that the Kremlin 

propaganda and disinformation pose. Ukraine might have the largest-scale experience in 

being confronted by an information aggression. This experience have to be scrutinized for a 

better understanding of how the Kremlin propaganda machine works in order to find those 

effective actions that democratic societies can use to oppose it.

The book "Words and Wars: Ukraine Facing Kremlin Propaganda" is an overview of 

the Ukrainian experience in fighting the Russian propaganda and disinformation. 

The publication is a result of the joint work done by a group of independent authors, 

who conducted their own research and interviewed key Ukrainian CSOs and experts 
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in Russian propaganda, fact-checking 

and information security. The book 

was the first in Ukraine to provide a 

complex analysis of the propaganda 

and disinformation mechanisms, 

including their basic approaches and 

communication channels of influence.

The book outlines specific threats that 

the Russian propaganda poses to public 

opinion and media in Ukraine. It describes 

the means the Kremlin uses trying to 

destroy the positive image of European 

values, halt the EI process and weaken 

Ukraine’s cooperation with its Western 

partners.

The book also contains recommendations for the Ukrainian government and 

international community on effective means of counteraction to Russian manipulations 

and disinformation. It was published in English and Ukrainian and presented in 

Strasbourg (to the Council of Europe, in collaboration with the Permanent Mission of 

Ukraine), Brussels (to EU institutions, in collaboration with the Ukrainian Think Tanks 

Liaison Office in Brussels), Paris (at France’s biggest book fair Salon du livre de Paris) 

and Kyiv.

The online versions of the book are available for download in Ukrainian and English.

https://issuu.com/internews-ukraine/docs/words_and_wars_ukr
https://issuu.com/internews-ukraine/docs/words_and_wars
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A peculiarity of a hybrid-type war is that it is disguised and aims not at conquering 

the whole territory of a country but gaining the patronage over the state, which is 

achieved by influencing its population, politicians, businesses and law enforcement 

agencies. The hybrid war methods provide for using the prey country’s public in the 

process of achieving the aggressor’s goals. Therefore, the hybrid threats should be 

clearly identif ied, and counteracting them requires attention to the resistibility of 

society and engagement of practically all ministries, agencies, NGOs, businesses and 

civil society.

Not only Ukrainian society was hit by the Russian aggression but also that of other 

EaP countries and some EU Member States. Russia’s hybrid influence techniques in 

these countries have similar features, so counteraction measures developed in one 

country can be applicable elsewhere. Continuous study and analysis of international 

experience are necessary to guarantee public security against Moscow’s hybrid 

advance.

Accordingly, the project goal was to evaluate the experience and best practices in 

counteracting the hybrid security challenges and threats in Ukraine and encourage 

international strategic communication in the security f ield at the level of EaP and EU 

countries' experts. The expert discussions and polls which were conducted and the 

international round table held under the project made it possible to process a wide 

range of expert assessments and opinions in Ukraine as well as EaP a EU countries 

and produce a complex analytical paper on “The Hybrid Threats to Ukraine and the 

Public Security. EU and Eastern Partnership Experience.”

According to experts, the war in Eastern Ukraine has shown that society must be 

not only a security consumer but also a participant in upholding it, whereas the 

state should strengthen its own capacity to withstand new challenges and threats. 

As of today, the state of Ukraine is not reformed up to the level that would enable it 

to counteract effectively the threats from Russia. Many of the gaps in the Ukrainian 

security system that allowed Russia to occupy Crimea and a 

part of Donbas still exist.

The experts formulated recommendations on political reform 

of the state and its institutional resistibility in the hybrid war 

conditions, the military organization and law enforcement 

system of Ukraine, the energy sector, information security, 

national memory policy, human rights and ethnic minorities 

protection, and consolidation of society and support of 

Ukrainian citizens on the temporary occupied territories. 

The recommendations also mention the strengthening 

of international cooperation, primarily with the Baltic 

countries, which have a signif icant experience in effective 

counteraction against hybrid threats from Russia.

PROJECT: Promoting building of Ukraine's capacities to guarantee societal security  
 in the conditions of hybrid threats
IMPLEMENTER: NGO Center for Global Studies “Strategy XXI”
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 519,330
DETAILED INFORMATION:   https://geostrategy.org.ua/en/proekt/potochni/eu4uaresilience

https://geostrategy.org.ua/images/blok_XXI-engl-last.pdf
https://geostrategy.org.ua/images/blok_XXI-engl-last.pdf
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The equal rights of women and men to employment and labour have an important role in 

ensuring the equality of their rights and opportunities in general. According to data of the 

State Statistics Service, there is a significant gender gap in labor remuneration of men and 

women in Ukraine. A higher unemployment and marginal employment level is observable 

among women; they are more prone todepend on social assistance, their access to loans 

is more complicated, etc. This situation can be changed through the implementation of the 

EU anti-discrimination directives, as envisaged by the AA.

Under the project, experts of the Bureau of Social and Political Developments and its 

partners analyzed the situation with gender non-discrimination in the areas covered by 

these directives and their implementation in Ukraine. This work laid the basis for the 

study "Gender Discrimination in Access to Employment and Services: "Assessment of 

Progress in the Implementation of Anti-Discrimination Directives of the Council of the 

EU by Ukraine." Based on the study, the project implementers also issued a paper, which 

included the studyconclusions and recommendations.

The recommendations were presented at an international conference “Government 

and Business: Are There Prospects for Implementation of Non-Discriminatory 

Norms on Ukrainian Labor Market?” The event was attended by representatives of 

the Ministry of Social Policy, State Employment Service and the State Service of 

Ukraine on Labor, scientists from the 

NASU Research Institute of Labor and 

Employment, international experts from 

the Council of Europe and EaP countries 

(Moldova, Georgia and Armenia), experts 

from the Center for European Social 

Law Implementation Problems and the 

Coalition for Combating Discrimination 

in Ukraine, as well as representatives 

of trade unions and business. The 

conference adopted a resolution, 

in which the participants provided 

proposals on how to enhance the non-

discrimination policy on Ukrainian labor 

market.

PROJECT: Practices used by the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine to ensure the  
 equality of women and men on the labor market in the context of EU  
 Directives
IMPLEMENTER: NGO “Bureau of Social and Political Developments” in cooperation  
 with a coalition of four organizations: Kyiv Institute for Gender Studies;  
 NGO “Labor Initiatives”; Confederation of Free Trade Unions of Ukraine;  
 and Research Institute of Labor and Employment of the Ministry of Social  
 Policy of Ukraine and the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 275,000
DETAILED INFORMATION:  https://bureau.in.ua/index.php/proekty

PROJECTS DEALING WITH SOCIAL POLICY AND DIALOGUE

https://bureau.in.ua/downloads/2017_IRF.pdf
https://bureau.in.ua/downloads/2017_IRF.pdf
https://bureau.in.ua/downloads/2017_IRF.pdf
https://bureau.in.ua/downloads/Vysnovky%20%2812.12.2017%20FIN%29.pdf
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Of Ukraine's two million working-age persons with disabilities, 73.8% remain unemployed. 

For comparison, the employment level of people with disabilities in Europe is about 40%.

The project, implemented by the NGO "Human Rights," focused on ensuring equal 

employment opportunities for persons with disabilities through the development of 

recommendations for Ukrainian authorities on the AA implementation. From August 

through October 2017, project experts analyzed:

 z The implementation of state programs and strategies on access of persons with 

disabilities to employment;

 z The Unified State Register of Court Decisions on discrimination in employment;

 z The effectiveness of legal recourse taken by the Social Protection Fund in order to 

enforce compliance of economic entities with standards of jobs for persons with 

disabilities.

The experts also polled employers about the effectiveness of the practices used by the 

State Employment Service and the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine to place persons 

with disabilities at work.

The NGO summarized its work in an 

analytical paper "Working Practices of the 

Ministry of Social Policy and the State 

Employment Service of Ukraine to Ensure 

Equal Access of Persons with Disabilities to 

Employment."

As part of a corresponding information 

campaign, "Human Rights" produced 

a video clip and about 20 articles with 

infographics, in which they described the 

employment problems encountered by 

persons with disabilities in Ukraine and the 

best European employment practices for 

such people.

The project implementation was quite timely, since the AA provides for an improvement 

in the compliance oversight system for employment discrimination prevention in 2018. 

The study conducted under the project helped the Ministry of Social Policy update their 

information  about the state of the problem.

 

PROJECT: Promoting equal employment opportunities for people with disabilities in the  
 context of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement implementation
IMPLEMENTER: NGO "Human Rights"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 214,200
DETAILED INFORMATION:  http://prava-lyudyny.org/rivni-mozhlyvosti-do-pratsevlashtuvannya/

http://prava-lyudyny.org/analitychnyj-zvit-praktyky-roboty-ministerstva-sotsialnoyi-polityky-ukrayiny-ta-derzhavnoyi-sluzhby-zajnyatosti-ukrayiny-u-zabezpechenni-rivnosti-dostupu-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-u-sferi-pratsevlashtuva/
http://prava-lyudyny.org/analitychnyj-zvit-praktyky-roboty-ministerstva-sotsialnoyi-polityky-ukrayiny-ta-derzhavnoyi-sluzhby-zajnyatosti-ukrayiny-u-zabezpechenni-rivnosti-dostupu-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-u-sferi-pratsevlashtuva/
http://prava-lyudyny.org/analitychnyj-zvit-praktyky-roboty-ministerstva-sotsialnoyi-polityky-ukrayiny-ta-derzhavnoyi-sluzhby-zajnyatosti-ukrayiny-u-zabezpechenni-rivnosti-dostupu-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-u-sferi-pratsevlashtuva/
http://prava-lyudyny.org/analitychnyj-zvit-praktyky-roboty-ministerstva-sotsialnoyi-polityky-ukrayiny-ta-derzhavnoyi-sluzhby-zajnyatosti-ukrayiny-u-zabezpechenni-rivnosti-dostupu-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-u-sferi-pratsevlashtuva/
http://prava-lyudyny.org/analitychnyj-zvit-praktyky-roboty-ministerstva-sotsialnoyi-polityky-ukrayiny-ta-derzhavnoyi-sluzhby-zajnyatosti-ukrayiny-u-zabezpechenni-rivnosti-dostupu-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-u-sferi-pratsevlashtuva/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s29egpcF1n4
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PROJECT: Analysis of practices of SME participation in the negotiation process with  
 authorities in the course of regulatory policy-making in the social  
 and labor sphere
IMPLEMENTER: NGO "Center for Social Security and Regional Initiatives"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 263,651
DETAILED INFORMATION:  http://scc.org.ua/ 

Favorable conditions created for small to medium enterprise (SME) development are one 

of the objectives of the Governmental Strategy of Development 2020. For the Strategy 

implementation to be successful, SMEs should be engaged in elaboration of regional 

development programs, and the level of interaction and trust among stakeholders needs 

to be raised. However, imperfect legislation hinders effective negotiations between 

SMEs and authorities, violating the provisions of the AA and the EU-Ukraine Association 

Agenda.

To find a solution to the problem, project experts analyzed Ukrainian and international 

legislation and held a number of round tables in Ukrainian regions. The events united 

representatives of SMEs and local governments, members of national and regional 

business associations, entrepreneurs and representatives of CSOs. They discussed 

communication between SMEs and authorities and developed recommendations on how 

to improve the negotiation processes in policy-making for regulation of the social and labor 

sphere.

Based on the results of this work, the implementer presented the paper "Analysis of 

Practices of Participation of Small and Medium Business Organizations in Negotiations 

with Authorities during the Development of Policy Regulating the Social and Labor 

Area."

During the project implementation, 

the experts were also able to draw 

attention of authorities to the necessity 

of engaging SME representatives in 

negotiations in the sphere of social and 

labor relations.

http://scc.org.ua/content/uchast-organizaciy-malogo-ta-serednogo-biznesu-u-peregovornomu-procesi-z-organami-vladi-0
http://scc.org.ua/content/uchast-organizaciy-malogo-ta-serednogo-biznesu-u-peregovornomu-procesi-z-organami-vladi-0
http://scc.org.ua/content/uchast-organizaciy-malogo-ta-serednogo-biznesu-u-peregovornomu-procesi-z-organami-vladi-0
http://scc.org.ua/content/uchast-organizaciy-malogo-ta-serednogo-biznesu-u-peregovornomu-procesi-z-organami-vladi-0
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PROJECTS DEALING WITH ECONOMIC COOPERATION, DCFTA, 
CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

PROJECT: Raising small agricultural producers' awareness  
 of adaptation to EU legislation
IMPLEMENTER: International Charitable Organization “Information Center 'Green Dossier'”
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 443,850
DETAILED INFORMATION:  http://www.dossier.org.ua/adaptation

The AA has set up ambitious tasks for the Ukrainian agribusiness sector. In agriculture, the 

country must adapt and implement 44 acts of EU law, and in sanitary and phytosanitary 

measures, which are inseparably linked with the possibility for Ukrainian foodstuffs to get 

access to EU market, 255 documents must be adapted. The innovations will soon touch all 

Ukrainian agribusiness entities. Small producers too will have to adapt themselves to the 

new business conditions.

It is these tasks that were in the focus of the project, which aimed at helping small 

agricultural producers adapt and successfully develop their activities in the new legislative 

conditions.

Under the project, experts analyzed EU standards and compared them with Ukrainian 

legislation, identif ied adaptation issues and developed recommendations on 

required legislative amendments. The study resulted in the paper "Adaptation to EU 

Legislation: Focus on Small and Medium Agricultural Producers." The experts also 

developed an infographic guide for agricultural producers highlighting the changes 

they would have to implement on their farms in accordance with the AA. The guide 

comprises:

 z General information;

 z Six leaflets about dairy produce and fats, eggs and poultry, meat products, honey, 

beverages, jams and other sweets;

 z Leaflets about organic farming as premium production.

In December 2017 and January 2018, the project delivered three training sessions in Kyiv, 

Uzhgorod and Poltava to 170 producers, civil servants and education organizations staff 

АДАПТАЦІЯ 
ДО ЗАКОНОДАВСТВА ЄС: 
у фокусі малі та середні виробники аграрної продукції

БАЗОВЕ ДОСЛІДЖЕННЯ

КИЇВ  — 2018

http://www.dossier.org.ua/adaptaciya-do-zakonodavstva-ies-u-fokusi-mali-ta-seredni-virobniki-agrarnoyi-produkciyi
http://www.dossier.org.ua/adaptaciya-do-zakonodavstva-ies-u-fokusi-mali-ta-seredni-virobniki-agrarnoyi-produkciyi
http://www.dossier.org.ua/adaptaciya-do-zakonodavstva-ies-u-fokusi-mali-ta-seredni-virobniki-agrarnoyi-produkciyi-0
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from 10 oblasts of Ukraine. A presentation/manual was developed for the participants to 

help them further spread the knowledge they acquired.

Thanks to the project deliverables,

 z Agricultural producers can sort out, step by step, the changes they have to implement 

in accordance to the new market conditions;

 z Civil servants have received a kind of reference book that will help them in their day-

to-day work and advise farmers;

 z Researchers and CSOs will be able to investigate this theme thoroughly and develop 

new training courses for education institutions. For example, Yaroslav Mudry National 

Law University, teachers of which participated in the training in Poltava, is already 

introducing a course on adaptation of agricultural production to EU standards; and

 z Consulting services have received a detailed training course with reference materials. 

In particular, the National Association of Agricultural Advisory Services of Ukraine, 

an NGO that was a partner for all the training sessions, has already been using these 

materials.

 

PROJECT: Increasing public participation in the implementation of the EU technical  
 regulation requirements
IMPLEMENTER: NGO "Siversky Institute for Regional Studies"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 570,750
ORGANIZATION SITE:  https://institute.sivertraining.org.ua/

The project's objective is to analyze the implementation of European technical 

regulation requirements in certain sectors of the Ukrainian economy, the procedure 

for meeting production organization requirements, as well as the impact of the 

standards and regulations on the competitiveness of enterprises and their products.

Project experts compiled a collection on "Implementation of Technical Regulation 

Requirements in Ukraine" for the Ukrainian sectors of agriculture, food and tourism. 

The collection explains the EU legal requirements for technical regulation, in 

particular the international requirements for management system and certif ication 

of products and services. It also provides information on international technical 

support and EU grant programs to help entrepreneurs implement the technical 

regulation. Practical recommendations are given to tourism organizations and 

producers on how to bring their activities and services in line with European 

standards and implement a technical regulation system.

The project held five regional workshops in Poltava, Sumy, Chernihiv, Lutsk and Lviv. 

A total of 240 workshop participants represented farms, agribusiness, culture and 

tourism departments of Oblast State Administrations as well as agrarian higher education 

institutions. They learned about approaches to technical regulation, experience of 

international organizations within the system of certification and metrology, as well 

as differences between standards and requirements in the EU and Ukraine. One of 

the questions discussed during the workshops was how to overcome the obstacles 

to accessing the European grant programs and practical tools for bringing the SME 

activities, products and services up to the European standards.

http://institute.sivertraining.org.ua/biblioteka2/Realizacia.pdf
http://institute.sivertraining.org.ua/biblioteka2/Realizacia.pdf
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As a result of the project, its experts 

concluded that the main difficulties 

in regional SME development were 

associated with their limited access to 

the European programs, investments 

and practical tools for adjusting to the 

European standards in SME logistics, 

production and service provision, as well 

as with a lack of support on the part of 

local governments.

PROJECT: The synergy of cross-border cooperation programs and regional  
 development strategies in Ukraine — a window of opportunities  
 for border regions
IMPLEMENTER: NGO "Polissya Foundation for International and Regional Studies"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 649,250
ORGANIZATION SITE:  https://pfirs.org/en/

Ensuring sustainable development of Ukraine's border oblasts in the cross-border 

cooperation context is one of the AA and EaP objectives. However, it is hampered by the 

weak linkage between the Regional Development Strategies (RDS), adopted for a period 

until 2020, the ongoing Cross-Border Cooperation Programs (CBCP) and the projects 

funded by these programs. Resources required for the RDS implementation sometimes 

might exceed the possibilities of financing at the expense of CBCP, whereas the program 

implementers typically do not look for support from implementers of RDS. This leads to 

the duplication of efforts made to solve development problems of the oblasts, nullifying 

the opportunities to obtain a "synergetic effect" from the implementation of these 

strategies and programs.

The project, implemented by the Polissya Foundation for International and Regional 

Studies, aimed at identifying drawbacks in the interaction between regional policies 

and cross-border cooperation in 11 border regions of Ukraine, as well as finding ways 

for increasing the effectiveness of this interaction. The achievement of these objectives 

will help Ukraine utilize the EU assistance in cross-border and regional cooperation 

more efficiently. In the long run, having this problem solved will ensure sustainable 

development of Ukraine's border oblasts, as well as facilitate leveling out differences in 

the border regions' living standards and solving problems inherent in these regions.

The project developed an evaluation methodology for the study and, in conjunction 

with its regional partners, prepared 11 analytical notes on the consistency between 

the regional policies and cross-border cooperation in 11 border regions. The project 

team also held a number of round tables in Ukrainian regions, attended by experts and 
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representatives of local governments, to 

discuss findings of the study.

The f inal conclusions of the study will 

be consolidated into an analytical report 

and presented during a summing-up 

conference "The Regional Policy in 

Ukraine: the European Dimension of 

Cross-border Cooperation," scheduled 

for May 2018.

 

PROJECT: Reforming the consumer protection system to ensure a high level  
 of protection of consumer rights in accordance with the EU-Ukraine  
 Association Agreement
IMPLEMENTER: All-Ukrainian Consumer Federation "Puls"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 450,000
DETAILED INFORMATION:   http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/projects/ua-eu-assoc-protection.php  

In the conditions of world trade globalization and common market, there is a growing 

demand for services of independent consumer organizations. These global trends have not 

passed Ukraine by. In addition, the deepened economic crisis and the low ability of citizens 

to pay increase the societal demand for reforming the consumer protection system to make 

it closer to the best European practices.

The project focused on embedding relevant tasks from the AA in the Implementation 

Action Plan of the Consumer Policy Concept and, more important, setting up a sectorally-

independent State Authority on Consumer Protection.
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To this end, the project team produced a series of analytical reviews: 

 z Consumer protection in Ukraine. An analytical overview of the situation in the 

consumer protection system (achievements of 1992-2010; period of organizational 

and legal changes of 2011 and 2014-2017);

 z The role of authorized state agency in the consumer protection system. An analytical 

overview of consumer protection functions exercised by the state (period of 1992-

2010; period of structural changes of 2011 and 2014-2017);

 z Handling consumer complaints. An overview of the situation in Ukraine and 

approaches in the EU;

 z The moratorium on checkups: PRO and CONTRA. An analytical overview (period of 

2014-2017);

 z A model of State Executive Agency for implementation of consumer policy and 

consumer protection in the context of European integration;

 z Consumer protection on food market in the context of the implementation by 

Ukraine of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. An analytical overview;

 z The consumer protection system in the European Union. An analytical overview.

Experts of the project wrote proposals for draft law No. 5548 on amending the Law of 

Ukraine "On Consumer Protection." The project also sent conclusions it made with respect 

to draft law No. 4126-1 "On Information for Consumers about Foodstuffs" to relevant 

Parliamentary Committees and the Government Office for European and Euro-Atlantic 

Integration. As a result, the bill was sent back for elaboration and renamed "On the Duties 

of Market Operators Regarding Information for Consumers about Foodstuffs."

In the long run, the project activities will facilitate an increase in the transparency and real 

participation of CSOs in governmental decision-making on consumer protection. They will 

also help to create conditions for consumers to have more trust in the system and really 

exercise their rights.

Within the framework of project activities, 

we were able to reach recognition 

by the Government of consumer 

community demands for urgent reform 

of the consumer protection system, 

enhanced dialogue with authorities and 

engagement of a wide circle of experts 

and stakeholders in the development 

of a state consumer policy based on EU 

principles. In particular, we extended our 

dialogue with the business coalition for 

pulling the consumer market out of the 

shadow economy sector and protecting 

the interests of consumers and decent 

entrepreneurs. Now we will use the 

materials developed under the project to 

promote the consumer protection reform 

at the regional and local levels.

 

Natalia Borodachova 
Vice President of the All-Ukrainian Consumer 

Federation "Puls"

http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/2017.ua-eu-assoc.consumer-protection.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/2017.ua-eu-assoc.consumer-protection.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/2017.ua-eu-assoc.consumer-protection.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/2017.ua-eu-assoc.derzprodspozhyvsluzhba.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/2017.ua-eu-assoc.derzprodspozhyvsluzhba.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/2017.ua-eu-assoc.derzprodspozhyvsluzhba.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/Ogliad.Rozgliad_skarg_spozhyvachiv.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/Ogliad.Rozgliad_skarg_spozhyvachiv.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/2017.ua-eu-assoc-maratorij.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/2017.ua-eu-assoc-maratorij.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/Model_derzavnogo_organu_ZPS.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/Model_derzavnogo_organu_ZPS.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/FoodMarketConsumerProtectionUkraine2017.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/FoodMarketConsumerProtectionUkraine2017.pdf
http://www.consumerinfo.org.ua/about/atts/AnaliticalRewiewEUConsumerProtection.pdf
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PROJECTS DEALING WITH TRANSPORT, ENVIRONMENT  
AND CLIMATE CHANGE

PROJECT: Civil society support of the Association Agreement implementation through  
 the harmonization of the EU and Ukrainian legislation in aviation sphere,  
 based on the Eastern Partnership countries' experience
IMPLEMENTER: NGO “Europe without Barriers”
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 588,240
DETAILED INFORMATION:  https://english.europewb.org.ua/civil-facilitation-of-the-association-agreement-
implementation-through-harmonization-of-the-eu-and-ukraine-s-legislation-in-aviation-sphere-based-on-
the-eastern-partnership-countries-experience/

For a majority of Ukrainian citizens, the air service is hardly affordable due to the high 

air fares. The AA provisions on civil aviation envisage the signing and implementation 

of a Common Aviation Area Agreement between Ukraine and the EU (CAA Agreement). 

Ukraine has to implement in its legislation 64 EU regulations and directives in the sphere of 

aviation. The harmonization of the Ukrainian and EU aviation legislations will increase the 

air service affordability for Ukrainians.

To realize this task, "Europe without Barriers" set up a constant dialogue with the Ministry 

of Infrastructure and the State Aviation Administration of Ukraine. Project experts were 

engaged in the drafting of the Administration Order "On Access to the Airport Ground 

Handling Services Market," which was developed by the Government-Civic Initiative 

"Together against Corruption." The experts also participated in the drafting of the order 

"On Approving the Aviation Rules of Ukraine 'The Procedure for Giving and Canceling 

Rights to Airline Operation.'"

With involvement of international partners, an analytical 

report was produced on "The Aviation Vector of the Eastern 

Partnership: Assessment of Progress of Ukraine, Moldova 

and Georgia in Approximation to EU Aviation Law." The study 

analyzes and compares the progress achieved by the three EaP 

countries in harmonization of their aviation legislation with that 

of the EU.

In the spring of 2017, "Europe without Barriers" in conjunction 

with partners of the project, the Ilko Kucheriv Democratic 

Initiatives Foundation and the Kyiv International Institute of 

Sociology, canvassed a nation-wide public opinion poll on the 

use of air transport, inter alia to European destinations. Findings 

of the survey were presented as infographics.

https://english.europewb.org.ua/aviation-vector-of-eastern-partnership-approximation-of-national-legislations-to-the-eu-laws/
https://english.europewb.org.ua/aviation-vector-of-eastern-partnership-approximation-of-national-legislations-to-the-eu-laws/
https://english.europewb.org.ua/aviation-vector-of-eastern-partnership-approximation-of-national-legislations-to-the-eu-laws/
https://europewb.org.ua/bar-yery-mizh-ukrayinoyu-ta-yes-u-vymiri-tsyvilnoyi-aviatsiyi-rezultaty-opytuvannya-ta-infografika/%20
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In late 2017, the project held public discussions of these studies in Odesa and Lviv. It is 

just in the airports of these two cities that the Open Skies mode has been being piloted 

since 2015. This fact allowed the discussion to focus on practical challenges to Ukrainian 

aviation, its development prospects after the EU visa liberalization and the best practices 

of Ukraine's neighbor countries.

The work of experts in this sphere allows civil society to apply certain pressure to 

representatives of the Ukrainian aviation authorities in order to urge them on to implement 

EU legislation and standards in the aviation sector. This will also reduce corruption risks in 

the drafting and adoption of new, adapted, legislative and regulatory acts as defined in the 

CAA Implementation Plan. In the long run, the project will help to increase the air service 

affordability for citizens by having air fares gradually reduced, enhance the flying safety 

and develop international transport corridors.

PROJECT: Promoting European reforms in the field of environment and climate  
 change in Ukraine
IMPLEMENTER: Resource & Analysis Center "Society and Environment"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 520,392
DETAILED INFORMATION:  http://www.rac.org.ua/priorytety/ekologichnyy-vymir-evropeyskoyi-integratsiyi

Pursuant to the AA, Ukraine has specific environmental reform commitments: 

approximation of Ukrainian legislation to 29 EU directives and regulations. However, 

state authorities, civil society and other stakeholders cannot properly tackle the reform 

without an understanding of the processes and discussions going on in the EU around 

the climate and environment issues and without information on the EU experience in the 

implementation of such legal obligations.

Ukraine also lacks a public discourse on its vision, benefits and options of the 

environmental reforms under the AA. Thus, this was the focus of the project: solve 

the problem of insufficient information and dialogue on the implementation of the AA 

environmental and climate provisions.

The project goal was to support the reforms related to environmental protection and 

climate change in compliance with the AA by analyzing and spreading information 

on relevant trends in the EU and enhancing the dialogue among target groups in 

Ukraine.

To raise awareness of the matter among Ukrainian experts and high-ranked officials, 

the project team issued a monthly newsletter titled "Environment and Climate: 

Information and an Analytical Overview of the EU Environmental and Climate 

Policies and Law." Environmentalist organizations actively reposted these materials in 

Facebook. Some of the issues addressed by the newsletter are discussed by experts of 

UA CSF working groups.

http://www.rac.org.ua/oglyad/spetsialni-oglyady-ta-monitoryngy
http://www.rac.org.ua/oglyad/spetsialni-oglyady-ta-monitoryngy
http://www.rac.org.ua/oglyad/spetsialni-oglyady-ta-monitoryngy
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The project also produced four sector-specific analytical papers:

 z Implementation of Environmental Commitments in the Conditions of Deregulation in 

the European Union: Best Practices Experience for Ukraine;

 z EU Climate Diplomacy: Conclusions and Recommendations for Ukraine;

 z Environmental Issues in the EU and Ukrainian Trade Policies;

 z Fitness Check of the Birds and Habitats Directives.

Each of the analytical materials was discussed at round tables with stakeholders and a 

press event in conjunction with the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources.

The findings of the studies are actively spreading in the media through mailing, 

infographics and stories.

  

ПЕРЕВІРКА ДОЦІЛЬНОСТІ  
ПТАШИНОЇ ТА 
ОСЕЛИЩНОЇ ДИРЕКТИВ:
УРОКИ ДЛЯ УКРАЇНИ
Аналітичний документ

Січень 2018 року

PROJECT: Monitoring and assessment of implementation by Ukraine of the Luxembourg 
 Declaration’s environmental governance matters
IMPLEMENTER: Ukrainian National Environmental NGO "MAMA-86"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 400,000
DETAILED INFORMATION:  https://mama-86.org/index.php/ua/ekolohizatsiia/diialnist

The project's relevance is explained by the necessity 

for Ukraine to meet a number of its commitments 

under the AA in order to achieve a level of state 

environmental governance that will make a real 

improvement in the environmental condition visible. 

An important tool to ensure progress in improving 

environmental governance is the Luxembourg 

Declaration Implementation Plan. It was produced 

as a "living instrument" based on proposals by 

participants in the EaP Environmental and Climate 

Change Panel in late July 2017.

http://www.rac.org.ua/priorytety/ekologichnyy-vymir-evropeyskoyi-integratsiyi/implementatsiya-ekologichnykh-zobovyazan-v-umovakh-deregulyatsiyi-v-evropeyskomu-soyuzi-dosvid-kraschykh-praktyk-dlya-ukrayiny-analitychnyy-dokument-2017
http://www.rac.org.ua/priorytety/ekologichnyy-vymir-evropeyskoyi-integratsiyi/implementatsiya-ekologichnykh-zobovyazan-v-umovakh-deregulyatsiyi-v-evropeyskomu-soyuzi-dosvid-kraschykh-praktyk-dlya-ukrayiny-analitychnyy-dokument-2017
http://www.rac.org.ua/priorytety/ekologichnyy-vymir-evropeyskoyi-integratsiyi/klimatychna-dyplomatiya-v-es-vysnovky-ta-rekomendatsiyi-dlya-ukrayiny-analitychnyy-dokument-2017
http://www.rac.org.ua/priorytety/ekologichnyy-vymir-evropeyskoyi-integratsiyi/ekologichni-pytannya-u-torgovelniy-politytsi-es-ta-ukrayiny-shlyakh-do-stalogo-rozvytku--analitychnyy-dokument--2017
http://www.rac.org.ua/priorytety/ekologichnyy-vymir-evropeyskoyi-integratsiyi/nature-directives-fitness-check-lessons-for-Ukraine
https://mama-86.org/images/attachments/044/UKR_Action_Plan_2017-2018FINAL.pdf
https://mama-86.org/images/attachments/044/UKR_Action_Plan_2017-2018FINAL.pdf
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The project helped to set up a dialogue and held a number of meetings for representatives 

of civil society and the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources to discuss the 

implementation of the Luxembourg Declaration of the EaP environmental ministers.

In October 2017, the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources published a 

Luxembourg Declaration Implementation Roadmap. The project launched the 

development of techniques and the f irst Assessment of how the Declaration's 

provisions on good environmental governance were implemented.

Within the project framework, strategic planning documents were systematized 

and the implementation eff iciency of international technical assistance projects 

and national program documents was analyzed. Based on the analysis results, 

the project presented an analytical note "Assessing the effectiveness of the 

international technical assistance projects and national program documents 

concerning environmental protection, in particular environmental governance 

and environmental reform." For public at large, the project produced a newsletter 

"Environmental Partnership" with a complex characteristic of the situation and 

developments in the environmental governance area.

The analytical paper that will contain an updated assessment methodology for 

environmental governance in the EaP countries is expected to be f inalized in 

April-May 2018. It will be presented during a public event with key environmental 

governance stakeholders.

ЕКОЛОГІЧНЕ ПАРТНЕРСТВО

ДОВКІЛЛЯ І СХІДНЕ ПАРТНЕРСТВО:

ОСНОВНІ ВІХИ 

Бюлетень проекту «Моніторинг та оцінка впровадження Україною положень Люксембурзької декларації, що cтосуються 
екологічного врядування»

Проект спрямований на розвиток 
співпраці між громадськими ор-
ганізаціями, які входять до двох 
національних платформ – Форуму 
громадянського суспільства Східного 
Партнерства та Української сторони 
Платформи громадянського суспіль-
ства Україна-ЄС (УНП ФГС СхП та УС 
ПГС), – задля спільної адвокації еколо-
гічної реформи в Україні. Актуальність 
проекту зумовлена необхідністю вико-
нати низку зобов’язань в рамках Схід-
ного Партнерства та Угоди про асоціа-
цію з ЄС для досягнення такого рівня 
ефективності державного екологічного 

управління, який дозволить відчути й 
побачити реальне покращення стану 
довкілля. Тематика проекту безпосе-
редньо відповідає спільно визначеним 
пріоритетам діяльності тематичних 
робочих груп обох платформ. У плані 
діяльності – систематизація діалогу з 
Міністерством екології та природних 
ресурсів на основі аналізу ефектив-
ності реформи за проектами техніч-
ної допомоги ЄС, підготовка Policy 
paper щодо визначення стратегічних 
та середньострокових цілей в галузі 
охорони довкілля, моніторинг підго-
товки плану впровадження Декларації, 

підготовка методики оцінювання та 
першого звіту з оцінки впровадження 
положень Декларації Україною, а та-
кож аналіз відображення реформи еко-
логічного врядування у ЗМІ та інфор-
мування. Проект дозволить ефективно 
спланувати подальше впровадження 
Декларації та звітування на нарадах 
високого рівня Міністрів довкілля СхП 
у 2018 та 2020 роках. Дослідження 
висвітлення екологічних реформ у ЗМІ 
допоможе розробити програму  
підтримки у медійному середови-
щі тематики реформи екологічно-
го врядування.

ЛЮКСЕМБУРЗЬКА ДЕКЛАРАЦІЯ  
у запитаннях та відповідях

ПРО ЩО ЛЮКСЕМБУРЗЬКА 
ДЕКЛАРАЦІЯ?
Про співробітництво у сфері охорони на-
вколишнього середовища та боротьби зі 
зміною клімату у східному партнерстві. Про 
підтримку ресурсоефективної економіки че-
рез вирішення екологічних проблем, через 
вимоги більшої уваги до заходів із боротьби 
зі зміною клімату як від ЄС, так і від самих 
партнерів.

ЧОМУ ЛЮКСЕМБУРЗЬКА ДЕКЛАРАЦІЯ 
ВАЖЛИВА ДЛЯ ГРОМАДЯН 
ЄВРАЗІЙСЬКОГО КОНТИНЕНТУ?
Екологічні та кліматичні проблеми є тран-
скордонними та взаємопов’язаними. Країни 
ЄС і СхП географічно близькі, мають спільні 
природні багатства і потребують посиленого 
транскордонного співробітництва і спільних 
заходів щодо захисту повітря, лісів, земель 
і ґрунтів, природи і біорізноманіття, водних 
ресурсів.

ПРО ЩО САМЕ ДОМОВИЛИСЯ 
УРЯДОВЦІ?
Здійснювати регіональне співробітництво 
з питань охорони навколишнього середо-
вища, боротьби зі зміною клімату і сталого 
розвитку в рамках Східного партнерства; 
посилювати реалізацію екологічних розділів 
двосторонніх угод між ЄС і країнами СхП; 
сприяти посиленню ролі Панелі з питань 
охорони навколишнього середовища та бо-
ротьби зі зміною клімату у визначенні рі-
шень спільних екологічних проблем регіону; 
співпрацювати у реалізації «Порядку ден-

ного в галузі сталого розвитку на період до 
2030 року»; співпрацювати у виконанні Па-
ризької угоди зі зміни клімату; розширювати 
стратегічне співробітництво з організаціями 
громадянського суспільства у контексті Гло-
бального порядку денного в галузі клімату; 
вдосконалювати екологічне врядування. 

ЯК ЛЮКСЕМБУРЗЬКА ДЕКЛАРАЦІЯ 
ВПЛИВАЄ НА ЕКОНОМІЧНИЙ
РОЗВИТОК?
Сприяє переходу до «зеленої» та циркуляр-
ної економіки, якнайкращому використанню 
існуючих регіональних структур, ініціатив 
та програм; підтримує економічну диверси-
фікацію, ефективне використання ресурсів, 
кліматичну нейтральність та сталий розви-
ток з низьким рівнем викидів. 

ХТО МАЄ ВІДНОШЕННЯ ДО ВИКОНАННЯ 
ЛЮКСЕМБУРЗЬКОЇ ДЕКЛАРАЦІЇ?
Перш за все, урядовці. Вони мають підтриму-
вати поточні та майбутні ініціативи (такі як 
твіннінг- проекти та фінансовані ЄС регіональ-
ні проекти EaP GREEN, EUWI+ , CLIMA East, 
«Угода мерів із клімату та енергії», створення 
«зелених» міст і сталого міського розвитку 
задля досягнення цілей «зеленої» еко-
номіки), розширювати міжгалузеве та 
міжміністерське співробітництво, під-
тримувати залучення громадянського 
суспільства до прийняття рішень, стра-
тегічного планування і впровадження 
та моніторингу результатів екологічної 
політики, програм і планів згідно з Ор-
хуською конвенцією.

1996-1999
Вимога інтеграції екологічної політики 
до всіх політик Співтовариства 
викладена в Амстердамській Угоді 
про ЄС: екологічна інтеграція як 
позитивний інструмент прогресу; 
більшість екологічних проблем 
випливають із сучасної практики 
сільського господарства, транспорту, 
енергетики та промисловості, а також 
несталих моделей споживання.

2001
Біла книга з європейського 
врядування. Підготовка до значного 
розширення ЄС. Обговорення 
реформи врядування: відкритість, 
залученість, підзвітність, ефективність, 
узгодженість у розвитку та реалізації 
політики ЄС.

2008 
Східний вимір Політики добросусідства 
Європейського Союзу або Східне 
партнерство: спільна ініціатива країн 
ЄС і 6 східноєвропейських партнерів 
(Азербайджан, Вірменія, Білорусь, 
Грузія, Молдова та Україна) базується 
на відданості принципам міжнародного 
права та на фундаментальних 
цінностях (демократія, верховенство 
права, права людини та основні 
свободи), підтримує ринкову економіку, 
сталий розвиток і належне врядування.

ВИПУСК 1
10/11.2017

PROJECT: Development of hydropower of Ukraine — civic analysis in the context of the  
 European integration processes
IMPLEMENTER: NGO “National Ecological Center of Ukraine”
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 498,090
ORGANIZATION SITE:  http://necu.org.ua/

In 2016, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine approved a program for hydropower sector 

development until 2026, which provides for doubling its share in the country's energy 

balance, up to 15.5%, as well as for a significant increase in its capacities. The program's 

objectives are to increase the stability, reliability and efficiency of the Integrated Power 

System of Ukraine, integrate it into the European power system, as well as reduce the 

consumption of power-generating fuels and the environmental damage.

The governmental program envisages renovation of the existing equipment and 

construction of a Dniester Pumped Storage Power Plant, a Kaniv Pumped Storage Power 

Plant, a Kakhovka Hydropower Plant and an Upper Dniester Cascade of hydropower 

plants. Environmentalists repeatedly called for a moratorium on implementation of this 

program due to its potential harm to the hydrosystem and the environment as well as to 

sites of the Nature Reserve Fund of Ukraine.

The project, implemented by the NGO “National Ecological Center of Ukraine,” aims at 

enhancing public participation in the energy sector reform implementation by raising public 

awareness of the Government's energy and environmental policies and the threats to the 

environment and people posed by the approval of the Hydropower Development Program 

until 2026. Project experts also set up a task to analyze how much this Program conforms 

to the AA and EaP.

https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/Analytics.pdf
https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/Analytics.pdf
https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/Analytics.pdf
https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/Analytics.pdf
https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/bul1.pdf
https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/bul1.pdf
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During 2017, the project team assembled stakeholders in Kyiv, Chernivtsi and Mykolaiv 

to publicly discuss fulfillment of Ukraine's commitments in the areas of energy sector 

development, use of renewable energy sources, energy efficiency, environmental 

protection and implementation of environmentally balanced development principles. 

Resolutions adopted at the events illustrated the public opinion of the Program. References 

to the three resolutions were also included in the Joint Appeal of the Platforms' working 

groups engaging in environmental issues to the Prime Minister of Ukraine Volodymyr 

Groysman, requesting to revise the Government's hydropower policy.

During the project implementation, its experts have drafted working versions of analytical 

papers on main aspects of hydropower development in the context of the EI processes 

at the national, regional and local levels. They have also analyzed the Hydropower 

Development Program until 2026 for its conformity with the AA and other international 

agreements.

The project is still underway. The following activities have been scheduled for March and 

April 2018:

 z  A public event in conjunction with the Parliamentary Committee on Environmental 

Policy and Conservation (April);

 z Public presentation and dissemination of analytical papers on main aspects of 

hydropower development in the context of the EI processes.

PROJECTS DEALING WITH SCIENCE,  
INNOVATION AND CONTACTS BETWEEN PEOPLE

The project aims at speeding up reforms in Ukraine's scientific and technological 

development, as well as using more broadly all the opportunities provided by the AA for 

this development. It also assists the CSP in building up its capacity 

by setting up a multilateral dialogue among stakeholders based on 

proposals made by the civic and expert community in the area of 

science and technologies.

In the first half of the project implementation, its team participated 

in over 10 various events, such as meetings with the Ministry of 

Education and Science leadership and activities of the Ministry 

of Economic Development and Trade, the Works Bank and the 

Parliamentary Committee on Science and Education, as well as in 

international and national conferences and workshops.

In 2017, the project experts conducted a number of information 

events on participation in the Horizon 2020 program and 

PROJECT: Strengthening the public influence on European integration processes  
 in the field of scientific, technical and innovative development of Ukraine
IMPLEMENTER: NGO "Agency of European Innovation"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 671,508
ORGANIZATION SITE: http://aei.org.ua/ 

http://eu-ua-csp.org.ua/news/140-uacsp-unp-hydro-statement/
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workshops on "How to increase your chances for success in Horizon 2020 competitions" in 

Odesa, Kharkiv and Kyiv. The project also supported the XII International Conference "The 

Problems and Prospects of Innovative Economic Development in the Context of Ukraine's 

Integration in the European Science and Innovation Space."

In March 2018, the project held a round table on tools for innovation support in the 

real sector and ways of adapting the European experience to the Ukrainian reality. 

Representatives of the Parliament, the Ministry of Education and Science, the Reforms 

Delivery Office of the Cabinet of Ministers, universities, research institutions, innovation 

entities and CSOs, as well as independent experts, attended the event. Based on results 

of the discussion, incentive mechanisms for innovative SME development in Ukraine and a 

concept of Ukrainian innovation encouragement program were proposed. The latter was 

developed on the basis of the best innovation support mechanisms existing in EU countries.

Project experts also produced analytical papers containing recommendations on how to 

solve main problems in development of science and technologies in Ukraine.

Recommendations were also given for the Parliamentary Hearings "The National 

Innovation System: Development Status and Legislative Support," and proposals of project 

experts formed a basis of the Roadmap for Ukraine's integration in the European Research 

Area, which was developed by a taskforce of the Ministry of Education and Science.

Events planned for April 2018 within the project framework include discussions with 

stakeholders on problems facing young scientists and the formation of regional 

innovation ecosystems. Key recommendations and deliverables of the project will be 

presented in May.

   

Every May, Ukraine celebrates the Europe Day together with the European Community. 

This is a confirmation of our unity with EU Member States not only geographically but 

also in our common values, aspiration for freedom and democracy and respect for human 

rights. On these days, Ukrainian cities organize street activities, concerts, quizzes, movie 

demonstrations and exhibitions.

The Open Dialogues project focuses on carrying out coordinated dialogue activities within 

the framework of Europe Day celebration aimed at promoting the EI processes and values 

in Ukraine at the local level.

As its first phase, the project held a Coordination Workshop, where 18 competitively 

selected participants from 14 regions of Ukraine conducted an analysis of EI initiatives. 

They have also analyzed the experience of the Platforms' member organizations in carrying 

out their regional actions. Based on the analysis, the participants and project experts 

PROJECT: Open Dialogues: giving potentially active citizens their say to enhance  
 grassroots participation in the implementation of European integration  
 reforms in Ukraine
IMPLEMENTER: NGO "Youth Organization 'Stan'"
GRANT AMOUNT: UAH 300,000
ORGANIZATION SITE: http://stan.org.ua/en/ 
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together developed information materials 

and planned awareness-raising activities 

for Europe Day in regions.

In their regions, the participants in the 

newly-formed informal network of contacts 

for sharing experience, ideas and concepts 

of local social projects held a nation-wide 

action "Open Dialogues" dedicated to the 

Europe Day: 20 events in over 18 regions 

engaging more than 550 people. The 

action included open-space discussions 

on human rights, environmental issues, 

education, cultural diversity and visa-free 

opportunities.

In addition, this network organized a 

nation-wide action "Day of Peace in UA 

2017," which was carried out in September 

2017 in a similar format. The action in 

the regions included discussions and 

lectures on "The Culture of Peace as the 

Society Development Cornerstone," movie 

demonstrations and children's picture 

contests on the topic.

https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Daktsiya-vidkryti-dialohy-do-dnya-evropy-ohopyla-vsyu-ukrajinu/
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Daktsiya-vidkryti-dialohy-do-dnya-evropy-ohopyla-vsyu-ukrajinu/
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7.2. Grant projects supported in late 2017  
(implementation in February to December 2018)

No. Project title Implementer Support amount

1
Securing support for the EU-Ukraine Association 

Agreement in South-Eastern Ukraine

Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives 

Foundation
UAH 602,000

2
Impact of labor migration of Ukrainian workers on 

labor markets in Ukraine and the EU as exemplified 

by construction workers

Trade Union of Construction Workers 

and the Building Materials Industry of 

Ukraine
UAH 378,050

3
An environment-minded citizen as a pledge of the 

successful Association Agreement Implementation

Resource & Analysis Center "Society 

and Environment"
UAH 488,368

4
Public encouragement to launching the European 

environmental impact assessment procedure in 

Ukraine

International Charity Organization 

"Environment-People-Law"
UAH 692,000

5
Promotion of Ukraine's participation in the EUSDR by 

priority areas

NGO "Ukrainian Institute for 

International Politics"
UAH 597,900

6

Strengthening civic participation in the development 

and implementation of Digital Agenda for Ukraine 

and harmonization of its digital markets with the EU 

and EaP countries

Civic Union "Center for Innovations 

Development"
UAH 615,300

7
Ensuring equal employment opportunities for 

persons with disabilities in the context of the 

Association Agreement implementation – advocacy

NGO "Human Rights" UAH 591,000

8
Priorities of EU assistance to Ukraine: mutually 

beneficial two-way advance

NGO "The Institute for Economic 

Research and Policy Consulting"
UAH 495,000

9
Regional debates on rural territories development in 

the context of the Association Agreement (produce 

standards, phytosanitary wellbeing, innovation)

NGO "Analytical Center of the Agrarian 

Union of Ukraine"
UAH 570,900

10
Enhancing public influence on development of 

territorial cooperation of Ukraine, Belarus and 

Moldova

NGO "Center for Cross-Border 

Cooperation"
UAH 402,380
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8  PUBLICATIONS SUPPORTED  
 BY THE PROJECT

8.1. General policy reports

UKRAINE IN THE COORDINATES OF THE EASTERN PARTNERSHIP 2017-2020 

The study by leading UNP experts in EaP priority areas analyses the realism 

and value added of the priorities suggested by the EU for Ukraine, Georgia, 

Moldova, Belarus, Armenia and Azerbaijan. It is the first attempt in Ukraine to 

assess the agenda proposed by Brussels for the EaP until 2020. The experts 

analyzed these plans from the angles of reachability of their milestones by the end of 2017 

and achievability of their targets by 2020, identified obstacles and suggested changes to 

these goals. Symbolically, this study itself also contributes to meeting the EaP objectives, 

since it is intended to extend the role of the EaP CSF and its national platforms in decision-

making. The study findings were presented to the EU Delegation, diplomats of the EU 

Member States, Ukrainian government officials and expert community in Kyiv, Warsaw and 

Prague.

FROM OBJECTIVES TO RESULTS: THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EU-UKRAINE ASSOCIATION 
AGREEMENT AS SEEN BY STAKEHOLDERS

On Dec. 7, 2017, one day before the EU-Ukraine Association Council, UA CSP 

experts presented a study with their assessment of the AA implementation in 

the following eight areas: judiciary efficiency; information and communication 

technologies accessibility; ratification of the Rome Statute; consumer 

protection; reinforcement of the scientific potential of Ukraine; gender equality and non-

discrimination in employment; water resources management; and vocational education. 

The analytical report was the first attempt in Ukraine to assess the implementation 

quality and fullness of individual AA provisions using a unique methodology based on 

a survey of various stakeholders. The authors of the study translated its findings into 

recommendations for Ukrainian authorities on how to speed up the AA implementation. 

These findings were presented to the EU Delegation, Vice Prime Minister for European and 

Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine and other Ukrainian government officials responsible 

for the EI sphere, MPs who are members of the Parliamentary Committee on European 

Integration and other Committees related to the study areas as well as experts and public 

at large.

http://eap-csf.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Report_English.pdf
http://eap-csf.org.ua/pid-chas-shhorichnoyi-konferentsiyi-unp-prezentuvali-ekspertnu-otsinku-20-ochikuvanih-dosyagnen-shidnogo-partnerstva-do-2020-r/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o57qeCyRdYtfd9LqoryaB-mtc04Dm8cc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o57qeCyRdYtfd9LqoryaB-mtc04Dm8cc/view
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HOW CAN UKRAINE ACHIEVE AN INCREASE IN THE REAL LABOR INCOME LEVEL OF 
WORKING CITIZENS? 

UA CSP experts investigated labor remuneration practices in European 

countries and problems in Ukraine. The study was used as a basis for 

recommendations on how to ensure a fair product distribution and 

increase the labor income level of Ukrainian employees up to the level 

and standards in EU countries.

8.2. Policy papers

HOW THE GOVERNMENT OF UKRAINE CAN DEVELOP A STATE POLICY ON E-COMMERCE 

The object of analysis in the study is the e-commerce processes (since 

Sep. 29, 2015, the publication date of the Law on Electronic Commerce) in 

the national information infrastructure as a part of the global information 

infrastructure of the world’s digital economy. The policy paper reviews main 

barriers to e-commerce development and problems encountered by stakeholders in this 

sector. The authors provided solution options for the problems existing in e-commerce and 

suggested a procedure to develop a Roadmap for e-commerce development in Ukraine.  

HOW TO SET UP EFFECTIVE SOCIAL DIALOGUE IN UKRAINE? 

The policy paper provides a general characteristic of the social dialogue 

problem in Ukraine. The social partners’ “representativeness,” the sides of 

trade unions and employers in social dialogue at the national level as well as 

tripartite bodies and institutions of social dialogue are reviewed. The authors 

provide possible policy options for social dialogue in Ukraine and recommendations on 

how to reform it in the country.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EfnRm3ghxRgRlxwCP7UT8j_GWWU0R__2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EfnRm3ghxRgRlxwCP7UT8j_GWWU0R__2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hfOS9U2uXJA_jpy05Pb2cicxIKcuXWYO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hfOS9U2uXJA_jpy05Pb2cicxIKcuXWYO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e29cdAuNrOij_JSYxyw0Gsh1elKKYA1l/view
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HOW THE UKRAINIAN PRO-EUROPEAN CIVIL SOCIETY PLATFORMS CAN EFFICIENTLY 
WORK IN BRUSSELS: TARGET AUDIENCES STUDY

The state of cooperation between CSOs of Ukraine and the EU is analyzed, 

and recommendations are developed on how to carry out effective 

information and advocacy activities of the EaP CSF UNP and the UA CSP 

in the EU. The study aims at ensuring a possibility to inform all interested 

parties in Brussels and the EU about progress of reforms in Ukraine and together with 

them develop Ukraine’s European integration policy.

8.3. The Project’s own publications

MULTISPEED EUROPE: THE CHANGES THAT ARE WAITING FOR THE EUROPEAN UNION

The future EU reform is actively discussed in the European Union. The author 

of the paper has analyzed the likely institutional and political changes in the 

EU and additional opportunities they open up for cooperation of the EU with 

its partner countries as well as obstacles on the way of further integration of 

European countries with the EU. In particular, the analytical note considers the EU reforms 

impact on its relations with Ukraine.

EASTERN PARTNERSHIP INDEX 2015-2016: CHARTING PROGRESS IN EUROPEAN 
INTEGRATION, DEMOCRATIC REFORMS, AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The study analyzes transnational ties between the business communities, 

civil societies, citizens and governments in EaP and EU countries as well as 

progress achieved by the EaP countries in the implementation of key EU 

norms and international standards. The index was developed by 50 experts 

from EaP and EU countries, including experts of the EaP CSF UNP.

8.4. Analytical papers produced under grant projects

http://eap-csf.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Research_Advocacy-in-the-EU.pdf
http://eap-csf.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Research_Advocacy-in-the-EU.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cN0Fkf3XsmqwRc4GTEm2TcK1upmWQqkb/view
http://eap-csf.eu/wp-content/uploads/index-2015-6-web.pdf
http://eap-csf.eu/wp-content/uploads/index-2015-6-web.pdf
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WORDS AND WARS: UKRAINE FACING KREMLIN PROPAGANDA
 

Ukraine is one of the first countries to be confronted by the hybrid aggression 

of Russia and is still on the forefront of this confrontation. To share the 

country’s experience with its international partners, Ukrainian analysts 

published a study analyzing key aspects of how Kremlin propaganda 

influenced the Ukrainian information space and how to oppose it. Based on findings of 

the study, the authors developed recommendations for international community and 

Ukrainian officials. The paper was presented in the Council of Europe in Strasbourg and 

to EU institutions in Brussels. Information about the study was provided on the sites of 

the Open Society Foundation, the Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the Council of Europe 

and the Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels as well as in the media, including 

Ukrinform, TVi, Hromadske Radio and Media Sapiens.

GENDER DISCRIMINATION IN ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT AND SERVICES: ASSESSMENT OF 
PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ANTI-DISCRIMINATION DIRECTIVES OF THE EU 
COUNCIL BY UKRAINE 

The analytical study outlines implementation problems of six anti-

discrimination directives of the Council of the EU in Ukraine and steps 

required to solve them. It characterizes the situation of sex-based and other 

types of non-discrimination covered by the directives. The publication also 

provides an overview of implementation plans of the Government of Ukraine and other 

documents in this area.

EU CLIMATE DIPLOMACY: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR UKRAINE

The paper analyses the evolution of global climate diplomacy in 1972-

2017 and its present specifics. The negotiation process peculiarities of the 

Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change and the difficulties to form a general agreed climate policy at the 

global inter-state level are illustrated. The basic instruments of international climate 

diplomacy are also analyzed, including the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, 

the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement, as well as EU climate diplomacy documents. 

Development of the climate policy discourse in Ukraine and how it is mirrored in regulatory 

documents are investigated.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UZdG4jp9SkHBtLU811aqYIDh37Xt7KPP/view
https://issuu.com/internews-ukraine/docs/words_and_wars_ukr
https://bureau.in.ua/downloads/2017_IRF.pdf
https://bureau.in.ua/downloads/2017_IRF.pdf
https://bureau.in.ua/downloads/2017_IRF.pdf
http://www.rac.org.ua/uploads/content/375/files/climate-diplomacy.pdf
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IMPLEMENTATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS IN THE CONDITIONS OF 
DEREGULATION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION: BEST PRACTICES EXPERIENCE FOR UKRAINE

The analytical paper looks into the EU practice of improving the 

implementation of environmental policy and law as exemplified by a new 

tool: the Environmental Implementation Review. The tool application 

objectives, consequences and conclusions in relation to environmental 

problem areas are analyzed. The second part of the paper focuses on possible application 

of the EIR tool in Ukraine.

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN THE EU AND UKRAINIAN TRADE POLICIES:  
A PATHWAY TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Environmental issues in the trade policies of the EU and Ukraine are 

analyzed: the trade policy basics, principles and environmental impact 

assessment tools. The authors also provide recommendations on the 

development and implementation of Ukrainian trade policy with respect to 

the environmental issues.

FITNESS СHECK OF THE BIRDS AND HABITATS DIRECTIVES: LESSONS FOR UKRAINE

The analytical paper describes the political context, methodology and 

results of a fitness check of the EU environmental protection directives. The 

fitness check of the EU Birds and Habitats Directives was carried out in the 

deregulation conditions. One of state policy evaluation tools, it is used in the 

EU for retrospective assessment of environmental policies and legislation. The paper also 

contains recommendations on Birds and Habitats Directives implementation in Ukraine.

http://www.rac.org.ua/uploads/content/374/files/webenvironmentalimplementation2018ua.pdf
http://www.rac.org.ua/uploads/content/374/files/webenvironmentalimplementation2018ua.pdf
http://www.rac.org.ua/priorytety/ekologichnyy-vymir-evropeyskoyi-integratsiyi/ekologichni-pytannya-u-torgovelniy-politytsi-es-ta-ukrayiny-shlyakh-do-stalogo-rozvytku--analitychnyy-dokument--2017
http://www.rac.org.ua/priorytety/ekologichnyy-vymir-evropeyskoyi-integratsiyi/ekologichni-pytannya-u-torgovelniy-politytsi-es-ta-ukrayiny-shlyakh-do-stalogo-rozvytku--analitychnyy-dokument--2017
http://www.rac.org.ua/uploads/content/426/files/fitnesschecknatureua2018.pdf
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ANALYTICAL NOTE ON PERFORMANCE EVALUATION OF INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE PROJECTS AND NATIONAL PROGRAM DOCUMENTS RELATED TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, IN PARTICULAR ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE AND 
REFORM OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION SPHERE

The performance evaluation of international TA projects and national 

program documents on environmental protection is provided in the 

analytical note based on a survey of the staff of the Ministry of Ecology and 

Natural Resources and experts who participated in the implementation of 

international TA projects.

THE AVIATION VECTOR OF THE EASTERN PARTNERSHIP: ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS OF 
UKRAINE, MOLDOVA AND GEORGIA IN APPROXIMATION TO EU AVIATION LAW

Since 2007, Kyiv and Brussels have been negotiating Ukraine’s accession to 

the European Common Aviation Area. No agreement with Ukraine has been 

signed so far because of the territorial dispute between Spain and the United 

Kingdom. The paper studies the experience in signing and implementing 

similar agreements in Moldova and Georgia. A separate part of the study deals with the 

signing and implementation status of the Common Aviation Area Agreement in Ukraine. 

The study was intended to evaluate the scale of necessary transformations in Ukrainian 

legislation as well as likely consequences for Ukraine’s aviation sector.

ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE: INFORMATION AND ANALYTICAL REVIEW OF EU 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND CLIMATE POLICY AND LAW

Within the framework of the Civic Synergy Project framework, the Resource 

& Analysis Center “Society and Environment” and the Expert Advisory 

Center “Legal Analytics” issue a monthly information and analytical review 

of EU environmental and climate policy and law. The digest contains two 

permanent columns: “Theme of the Month,” which elaborates on one of the most important 

environment-related events, and “Good to Know,” which provides interesting information 

on the EU, its institutions and its policies.

https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/Analytics.pdf
https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/Analytics.pdf
https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/Analytics.pdf
https://mama-86.org/images/publications/lux/Analytics.pdf
https://europewb.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/PRINT__engl___zvit_The-Eastern-Partnership-Air-Transport-Vector_EWB.pdf
https://europewb.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/PRINT__engl___zvit_The-Eastern-Partnership-Air-Transport-Vector_EWB.pdf
http://www.rac.org.ua/oglyad/spetsialni-oglyady-ta-monitoryngy
http://www.rac.org.ua/oglyad/spetsialni-oglyady-ta-monitoryngy
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WORKING PRACTICES OF THE MINISTRY OF SOCIAL POLICY AND THE STATE EMPLOYMENT 
SERVICE OF UKRAINE TO ENSURE EQUAL ACCESS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES TO 
EMPLOYMENT

The paper analyzes the current legislation, international standards and 

international experience in securing rights of persons with disabilities 

in the area of labor and employment. Monitoring of the implementation 

of state programs and strategies on access of persons with disabilities 

to employment was carried out, and the efficiency of the current employment 

promotion system for persons with disabilities discussed. The authors also formulated 

recommendations for Ukrainian authorities on how to improve the access of persons with 

disabilities to labor market.    

PARTICIPATION OF SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS IN NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH AUTHORITIES DURING THE DEVELOPMENT OF POLICY REGULATING THE SOCIAL AND 
LABOR AREA 

The study investigates the essence and role of small and medium businesses 

in the Ukrainian economy, their place in collective-bargaining regulation of 

labor market. The authors also addressed the atomism of consulting and 

advisory bodies for SMB and their impact on regulatory policy-making in the 

social and labor area. The paper ends in recommendations on the institutional capacity 

building for Ukraine’s small and medium entrepreneurship.

THE HYBRID THREATS TO UKRAINE AND PUBLIC SECURITY. THE EU AND EASTERN 
PARTNERSHIP EXPERIENCE

The hybrid threats to security of Ukraine as well as its opportunities and 

weaknesses in counteracting them are analyzed. A special part of the study 

focuses on the experience existing in certain EU and EaP countries that can 

be useful for Ukraine. The authors also developed recommendations that 

will assist in increasing Ukraine’s ability to ensure public security in the hybrid threats 

conditions.

http://prava-lyudyny.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Zvit_Praktyka_roboty.pdf
http://prava-lyudyny.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Zvit_Praktyka_roboty.pdf
http://prava-lyudyny.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Zvit_Praktyka_roboty.pdf
http://scc.org.ua/sites/default/files/policy_paper_ukr_pdf_0.pdf
http://scc.org.ua/sites/default/files/policy_paper_ukr_pdf_0.pdf
http://scc.org.ua/sites/default/files/policy_paper_ukr_pdf_0.pdf
https://geostrategy.org.ua/images/blok_XXI-engl-last.pdf
https://geostrategy.org.ua/images/blok_XXI-engl-last.pdf
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IMPLEMENTATION OF TECHNICAL REGULATION REQUIREMENTS IN UKRAINE

The paper provides and overview of EU legal requirements for technical 

regulation and present-day European trends in implementing a technical 

regulation system in the sectors of tourism, agriculture and food as well 

as analyzes progress of implementing technical regulation in Ukraine’s 

agriculture, food industry and tourism. 

ADAPTATION TO EU LEGISLATION:  
FOCUS ON SMALL AND MEDIUM AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS

The paper contains general information about the international system 

Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points, conditions for export of 

agricultural commodities to EU countries, agribusiness and EU environmental 

requirements. The second part of the study describes requirements in 

certain acts of the EU and necessary changes Ukraine has to implement in the dairy, fat, 

eggs, poultry, meat, honey, beverages, jam, sweets and organic production.

http://institute.sivertraining.org.ua/biblioteka2/Realizacia.pdf
http://www.dossier.org.ua/sites/default/files/eu_farmers_a4_for_web_pages_final.pdf
http://www.dossier.org.ua/sites/default/files/eu_farmers_a4_for_web_pages_final.pdf
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8.5. Reports by the Ukrainian Side  
of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform

REPORTS PRESENTED IN BRUSSELS AT THE FOURTH MEETING  
OF THE EU-UKRAINE CIVIL SOCIETY PLATFORM ON MAY 18, 2017 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN THE EU-UKRAINE ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT

The report analyzes progress of Ukraine in implementing the AA environmental 

part, identifies major challenges on the way of implementation and provides 

recommendations for European and Ukrainian authorities on effective AA 

implementation. On Sep. 1, the study was presented in Kyiv. Minister of 

Environment and Natural Resources Ostap Semerak attended the event.

REPORTS PRESENTED IN KYIV AT THE FIFTH MEETING OF THE EU-UKRAINE CIVIL 
SOCIETY PLATFORM ON NOV. 15, 2017 

THE STATE POLICY OF UKRAINE REGARDING INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS IN THE 
CONTEXT OF THE ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT IMPLEMENTATION

The study focused on the decisions and measures taken by the Government, 

Parliament, ministries and other agencies of Ukraine to solve problems and 

overcome life hardships of internally displaced persons during the period of 

January 2014 through September 2017 in the context of AA implementation. The 

assessment was done in a format of analysis of legislative and regulatory acts, judgements 

made to meet needs of IDPs, sociological surveys, media information, analytical papers by 

civil society institutes that take care of IDPs and discussions with representatives of UA CSP 

Working Group 2.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EUROPEAN INTEGRATION REFORMS IN SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY

The signing of the Association Agreement and the Agreement for the 

Association of Ukraine to Horizon 2020 gave rise to great expectations that 

Ukraine would more actively cooperate with the EU in the framework of the 

European Research Area and the Innovation Union. UA CSP experts analyzed 

how Ukraine used the opportunities of participating in the ERA, identified tools required for 

benefitting from European integration and provided recommendations for authorities on how 

to apply these tools. The report was presented during the CSP meeting in Kyiv on Nov. 15.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByGg_NFTRLvjeDA2R2ZKbThKRDA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XWuJhcfSR8jfbZcOwNRn-ByXhw18MmXM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XWuJhcfSR8jfbZcOwNRn-ByXhw18MmXM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vL5PLsFf0ltSmnxxGxkioPfmHtYHjab0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rn2HXCfRQBT2wHjVM3V1aZu-KH4Pavuq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rn2HXCfRQBT2wHjVM3V1aZu-KH4Pavuq/view
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8.6. Publications in media

1. ENVIRONMENTAL SIDE OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION: IMITATION OF REFORMS OR REAL 
CHANGES?
Author: Natalia Andrusevych, Coordinator of UA CSP Working Group 5 “Energy, transport, 

environment, and climate change,” Chairwoman of the Board of the Resource & Analysis 

Center “Society and Environment”

2. EUROPEAN INTEGRATION IN PARLIAMENT: RUSH WEEK AFTER EU CRITICISM
Author: Ruslan Tkachenko, Parliamentary Expert Group on European Integration

3. GUARANTEES FOR BANK DEPOSITORS: GOOD INTENTIONS AND INVISIBLE STUMBLING 
BLOCKS
Author: Yulia Khort, Parliamentary Expert Group on European Integration

4. EUROPEAN INTEGRATION IN PARLIAMENT: CAN ASSISTANCE TO AVIATION INDUSTRY BE 
COUPLED WITH EU LAW?
Author: Oleksiy Kononov, Parliamentary Expert Group on European Integration

5. BANKS WITH PRIVILEGES: IN WHAT CREDIT UNION BILL CONTRADICTS EU NORMS
Author: Yulia Khort, Parliamentary Expert Group on European Integration

6. MULTISPEED EUROPE: FUTURE CHANGES IN THE EU AND THEIR IMPACT ON UKRAINE
Author: Yaroslav Lytvynenko, Civic Synergy Project

7. OUTLAWED GARBAGE: WILL UKRAINE ADAPT EUROPEAN WASTE MANAGEMENT 
REQUIREMENTS?
Author: Ruslan Tkachenko, Parliamentary Expert Group on European Integration

8. MEASURING THE EASTERN PARTNERSHIP: HOW TO ASSESS SUCCESS OF THE EU 
INITIATIVE?
Author: Hennadiy Maksak, EaP CSF UNP National Coordinator, Chairman of the Foreign 

Policy Council "Ukrainian Prism"

9. ALIGNING WITH OUTSIDERS: HOW THE EU SEES A FUTURE OF THE EASTERN 
PARTNERSHIP
Author: Hennadiy Maksak, EaP CSF UNP National Coordinator, Chairman of the Foreign 

Policy Council "Ukrainian Prism"

10. SECURITY FOR THE EASTERN PARTNERSHIP: CHANGES UKRAINE SHOULD LOBBY FOR
Author: Vitaliy Martynyuk, expert with the Center for Global Studies “Strategy XXI” and the 

Foreign Policy Council "Ukrainian Prism"

11. STEERING FOR PROTECTIONISM: WHAT ARE THREATS OF THE “BUY UKRAINIAN” BILL?
Author: Ruslan Tkachenko, Parliamentary Expert Group on European Integration

12. EASTERN PARTNERSHIP’S GENDER FOCUS: ARE THERE SUCCESSES IN UKRAINE?
Author: Yulia Savelyeva, Women’s Consortium of Ukraine

Все про європейську інтеграцію України

http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/06/16/7067180/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/06/16/7067180/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/experts/2017/06/20/7067392/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/06/22/7067560/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/06/22/7067560/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/experts/2017/07/19/7068625/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/experts/2017/07/19/7068625/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/experts/2017/08/7/7069416/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/08/15/7069412/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/experts/2017/08/23/7069858/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/experts/2017/08/23/7069858/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/10/11/7072039/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/10/11/7072039/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/10/19/7072480/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/10/19/7072480/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/11/20/7073879/
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/experts/2017/11/30/7074400/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/11/30/7074419/
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13. ENERGY SECTOR OF THE EASTERN PARTNERSHIP: ASSISTANCE KYIV CAN COUNT ON»
Author: Andriy Chubyk, the Center for Global Studies “Strategy XXI”

14. OPEN SKIES MYTHS AND REALITIES: WHAT WILL COMMON AVIATION AREA WITH EU 
CHANGE FOR UKRAINE?
Authors: Pavlo Kravchuk and Kateryna Kulchytska, “Europe without Barriers”

15. EUROPEAN INTEGRATION IN SCIENCE: LOST OPPORTUNITIES OR A CHANCE FOR 
DEVELOPMENT?
Authors: Andriy Shevchenko, Bogolyubov Institute for Theoretical Physics of the National 

Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, and Yulia Bezvershenko, Deputy Chairwoman of the 

Young Scientists Council of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Vice President of 

Unia Scientifica.

Author: NGO "Human Rights"

16. EU STRATEGY FOR EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

17. SPANISH ACHIEVEMENTS IN EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

18. EUROPEAN METHODS OF VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

19. LABOR MARKET OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN ITALY

20. SUCCESSES OF FRANCE IN EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

21. EUROPE’S WORKSHOPS

22. SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN EU: TIME AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

23. WHY DO EMPLOYERS NOT WANT TO CREATE CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT OF 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES?

24. DUTCH EXPERIENCE IN EMPLOYING PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

25. CZECH EXPERIENCE IN EMPLOYING PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

26. EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN UKRAINE: ARE THERE SIGNS OF 
DISCRIMINATION?

27. HOW UKRAINIAN COURTS INFLUENCE IRRESPONSIBILITY IN EMPLOYING PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES

28. NORWAY: GREAT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

29. EXPERIENCE IN EMPLOYING PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN DENMARK: PRACTICES 
AND EFFICIENCY

http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/12/5/7074639/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/12/14/7074981/
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/articles/2017/12/14/7074981/
https://dt.ua/SCIENCE/yevrointegraciya-u-sferi-nauki-vtracheni-mozhlivosti-chi-shans-na-rozvitok-262047_.html
https://dt.ua/SCIENCE/yevrointegraciya-u-sferi-nauki-vtracheni-mozhlivosti-chi-shans-na-rozvitok-262047_.html
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dstratehiya-es-schodo-pratsevlashtuvannya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dispanski-zdobutky-u-sferi-zajnyatosti-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Devropejski-metody-profesijnoji-orijentatsiji-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dmozhlyvosti-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-na-rynku-pratsi-italiji
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Duspihy-frantsiji-u-pratsevlashtuvanni-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dtrudovi-majsterni-evropy
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dpidtrymuvana-zajnyatist-dlya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-v-es-chas-ta-mozhlyvosti
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dpidtrymuvana-zajnyatist-dlya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-v-es-chas-ta-mozhlyvosti
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dchomu-robotodavtsi-ne-bazhayut-stvoryuvaty-umovy-dlya-pratsevlashtuvannya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dchomu-robotodavtsi-ne-bazhayut-stvoryuvaty-umovy-dlya-pratsevlashtuvannya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Ddosvid-niderlandiv-u-pratsevlashtuvanni-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dcheskyj-dosvid-pratsevlashtuvannya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dpratsevlashtuvannya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-v-ukrajini-chy-je-oznaky-dyskryminatsiji
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dpratsevlashtuvannya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-v-ukrajini-chy-je-oznaky-dyskryminatsiji
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dyak-ukrajinski-sudy-vplyvayut-na-bezvidpovidalnist-schodo-pratsevlashtuvannya-osib-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dyak-ukrajinski-sudy-vplyvayut-na-bezvidpovidalnist-schodo-pratsevlashtuvannya-osib-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Dnorvehiya-velyki-mozhlyvosti-dlya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Ddosvid-pratsevlashtuvannya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-v-daniji-praktyky-ta-efektyvnist
https://www.prostir.ua/%3Fnews%3Ddosvid-pratsevlashtuvannya-lyudej-z-invalidnistyu-v-daniji-praktyky-ta-efektyvnist
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9  FINANCIAL  
 PERFORMANCE

€ 105,473

€ 16,786

€ 96,796

€ 27,819

€ 39,278

€ 178,678

€ 743,962

24%

76%

€ 457,810

€ 565,284
EU funds

IRF funds

Total:

Including:

Institutional development, including 
statutory activities of the Platforms 
(statutory events, strategic planning, 
office, Secretariat)

Capacity-building activities 
(Civic Synergy School and trainings)

Policy analysis, advocacy and dialogue 
(honorariums for authors and consultants, 
translation, printing, events)

Awareness raising, communication and 
visibility (Platforms’ and Project’s 
websites, news conferences, campaign in 
the context of visa liberalization for 
Ukraine)

EU and EaP Networking and Outreach 
(Association Exchange Forum, 
international trips, international experts)

Platforms activities grant support 
(27 supported grant projects)

62%

14%
2%

13%

4%

5%

Distribution of the Project Budget Expenditures in 2017
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Dmytro Shulha Project Director, Director of the IRF European Program Initiative

Zoriana Mishchuk Project Team Leader and Key Expert

Olha Kvashuk Project Manager of the IRF European Program Initiative

Olena Romanova Coordinator of the IRF European Program Initiative

Olha Mashtaler Secretary of the Ukrainian National Platform of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum

Mykhailo Rudenko Secretary of the Ukrainian Side of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform

Roman Kobets Project Senior Analyst

Mykhailo Koltsov Project Analyst

Ihor Soldatenko Project Communication Manager (July-October)

Yaroslav Lytvynenko Assistant for advocacy and analytical activities (March-October), Acting Project Communication 
Manager (October-December)

Yulia Solodchuk Project Assistant

CIVIC SYNERGY  
PROJECT TEAM
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